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The First Treatise:
The Sound Creed and What is Contrary to

It

Praise be to Allah alone, and may Allah's peace
and blessings be upon the final Prophet, his family,
and his Companions.

To proceed: Since the sound creed is the
foundation of the religion of Islam and the basis of
the faith, I deemed it important to discuss this
subject and to write and compile books to elucidate
and clarify it.

It is known through the Shar‘i evidences from
the Qur’an and the Sunnah that deeds and words
are only valid and accepted if they stem from a
sound creed. If the creed is not sound, then
whatever deeds and words branch off from it are
nullified, as Allah Almighty says:
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{Whoever rejects the faith, all his efforts will be
worthless and in the Hereafter he will be among the

losers.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 5]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{Ithas already been revealed to you and to those
who came before you that if you associate others
with Allah, your deeds will surely become
worthless, and you will certainly be among the
losers.} [Surat az-Zumar: 65]

The verses in this regard are numerous. The
clear Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His
trustworthy Messenger (upon whom be the best
prayers and peace from his Lord) have indicated
that the sound creed is summarized in six matters,
which are: belief in Allah, His angels, His Books, His
messengers, the Last Day, and destiny, the pleasant
and unpleasant aspects thereof. These six matters
are the fundamentals of the sound creed that the
Noble Book of Allah was revealed with, and Allah
sent His Messenger Muhammad (%) with.

The evidences for these six fundamentals have
been abundantly mentioned in the Qur’an and the
authentic Sunnah. Examples include the following:

Firstly: The evidences from the Qur’an; among
them is the saying of Allah Almighty:

G i Sl Gl ol 6 20T B ity 13 o501 )
om0 ST S8 T el A

{It is not righteousness to turn your faces
towards the east or the west, but righteousness is




to believe in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the
Scriptures, and the prophets...} [Surat al-Bagarah:
177]

Allah Almighty also says:
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{The Messenger believes in what has been sent
down to him from his Lord, as do the believers. All
of them believe in Allah, His angels, His Books, and
His messengers, [saying], “We make no distinction
between any of His messengers..”} [Surat al-

Bagarah: 285]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{O you who believe, believe in Allah, His
Messenger, the Book which He has sent down to His
Messenger, and the Books which He sent down
before. Whoever disbelieves in Allah, His angels,
His Books, His messengers, and the Last Day has

indeed gone far astray.} [Surat an-Nisa’: 136]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{Do you not know that Allah knows all that is in
heaven and on earth? That is all [written] in a
Record. This is indeed easy for Allah.} [Surat al-Hajj:
70]

Secondly: The evidences from the Sunnah
includes the well-known authentic Hadith narrated
by Muslim in his Sahih from the Hadith of the
Commander of the Believers, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab
(may Allah be pleased with him), that ]Jibril
(Gabriel) (peace be upon him) asked the Prophet
(¥) about Iman (faith), and he said to him:
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“Faith is to believe in Allah, His angels, His
books, His messengers, the Last Day, and to believe
in destiny, the pleasant and unpleasant aspects
thereof...” To the rest of the Hadith. It was also
narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim—with slight
variation—from the Hadith of Abu Hurayrah (may
Allah be pleased with him).

From these six fundamental principles branch

off all that a Muslim must believe and have faith in
regarding the rights of Allah Almighty, matters of

! Narrated by Muslim (8).




the Hereafter, and other aspects of the unseen, as
informed by Allah Almighty and His Messenger ().

The explanation of these six fundamental
principles is as follows:

The first principle: Belief in Allah
Almighty

[t entails several matters, including: Belief that
He is the true God worthy of worship apart from all
others, as He is the Creator of the servants, the
Benefactor to them, the Sustainer of their
provisions, the Knower of their secret and public
affairs, and the One Capable of rewarding the
obedient and punishing the disobedient.

Allah Almighty created mankind and jinn for this
worship and commanded them to perform it, as
Allah Almighty says:
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{I have not created the jinn and mankind except
to worship Me.
I seek no provision from them, nor do I want
them to feed Me.
Indeed, it is Allah Who is the All-Provider, Lord

of Power, the Mighty. [Surat adh-Dhariyat: 56-58]
And Allah said:
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{0 people, worship your Lord, Who created you
and those before you, so that you may become
righteous;

He Who made the earth a resting place for you,
and the sky a canopy; and sends down rain from the
sky, and brings forth fruits thereby as a provision
for you. So do not set up rivals to Allah while you
know. [Surat al-Baqarah: 21-22]

Allah Almighty sent His messengers and
revealed His Books to clarify this truth and call to it,
and to warn against what contradicts it, as Allah
Almighty says:
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{Indeed, We sent to every community a
messenger, [saying], “Worship Allah and shun false
gods...”} [Surat an-Nahl: 36]

Allah Almighty also says:
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{“We never sent before you [0 Prophet] any

messenger without revealing to him that none has

the right to be worshiped except Me, so worship
Me.”} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 25]




Allah Almighty also says:
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{Alif Lam Ra. This is a Book whose verses are
perfected, then fully explained, from One Who is
All-Wise, All-Aware.

[Say O Prophet], “Worship none except Allah.
Indeed,  am sent to you from Him, as a warner and
bearer of glad tidings.} [Surat Hud: 1-2]

The essence of this worship is to devote all acts
of worship to Allah Almighty alone, such as
supplication, fear, hope, prayer, fasting, sacrifice,
vow, and other forms of worship, with complete
submission to Him, desire for His reward, and fear
of His punishment, along with perfect love for Him
and humility before His Greatness.

Whoever reflects upon the Noble Qur’an will find
that much of it was revealed concerning this great
principle, as He Almighty says:
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{Indeed, We have sent down to you [O Prophet]
the Book with the truth, so worship Allah with
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sincere devotion to Him.

Indeed, sincere devotion is due to Allah alone.
As for those who take others as guardians besides
Him, [saying], “We only worship them so that they
may bring us closer to Allah.” Allah will judge
between them concerning that over which they
differ. Allah does not guide anyone who is a liar and
a persistent disbeliever.} [Surat az-Zumar: 2-3]

Allah Almighty also says:
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{Your Lord has ordained that you worship none
but Him...} [Surat al-Isra’: 23]

And Allah Almighty says:
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{So call upon Allah with sincere devotion to Him,
even if the disbelievers may dislike it.} [Surat
Ghafir: 14]

Thus, whoever contemplates the Prophetic
Sunnah will find attention given to this great
principle as well, including what is reported in the
Two Sahih Collections from Mu‘adh (may Allah be
pleased with him) that the Prophet (¥) said:
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“The right of Allah upon the slaves is to worship




Him and associate nothing with Him.”

Belief in Allah also includes belief in all that He
Almighty has obligated upon His servants and
ordained upon them—the five manifest pillars of
[slam.

That is: bearing witness that there is no god but
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah, establishing prayer, giving Zakah, fasting the
month of Ramadan, and performing Hajj to the
Sacred House of Allah for those who are able to do
so, along with other obligations prescribed by the
purified Shariah .

The most important and the greatest of these
pillars is the testimony that “there is no god but
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah.” This testimony necessitates sincere worship
of Allah Almighty alone and the negation of the
worship of anything else. This is the meaning of
“there is no god but Allah,” for its meaning—as the
scholars (may Allah have mercy upon them) have
said—is: that there is no deity truly worthy of
worship except Allah. Based on this, everything
worshiped besides Allah Almighty, whether human,
angel, jinn, or otherwise, is a false deity, and the
deity truly worthy of worship is Allah alone,
without a partner, as He Almighty says:

1 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2856) and Muslim (30).
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{That is because it is Allah Who is the Truth and
whatever they invoke besides Him is falsehood...}
[Surat al-Hajj: 62]

It has been previously explained that Allah
Almighty created mankind and jinn for this
fundamental principle and commanded them with
it. He sent His messengers and revealed His books
with it. The servant must reflect on this deeply and
ponder it extensively so that it becomes clear to him
the great ignorance that many Muslims have fallen
into regarding this fundamental principle, to the
extent that they worship others besides Allah
Almighty and direct His exclusive right to others.
Allah is the One Whose help is sought.

Among the aspects of belief in Allah is the belief
that He is the Creator of the world, the One Who
manages its affairs, and the One Who governs it
with His knowledge and power as He Almighty
wills. He is the Owner of this world and the
Hereafter, and the Lord of all the worlds. There is
no creator besides Him, and no lord other than Him.
And He sent the messengers and revealed the books
for the reformation of His servants and calling them
to what ensures their salvation and well-being in
this world and the Hereafter. And He Almighty has
no partner in all of that. Allah Almighty says:
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{Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the

Guardian over everything.} [Surat az-Zumar: 62]

And Allah Almighty says:
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{Your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens
and earth in six days and then rose over [i.e,
istawa] the Throne. He makes the night and day
overlap in rapid succession. He made the sun, the
moon, and the stars—all subservient to His
command. Behold, His is the creation and the
command. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the worlds.}
[Surat al-Araf: 54]

The belief in Allah Almighty also includes the
belief in His beautiful names and sublime attributes
as mentioned in His Noble Book and affirmed by His
trustworthy Messenger, without Tahrif
(distortion), Ta‘til (negation), Takyif (asking about
their nature), or Tamthil (drawing resemblance).

(sl 20355 Be S
{There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the

All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} [Surat ash-Shiira: 11]
They must be accepted as reported, without

12




questioning how, while believing in the great
meanings they indicate, which are the attributes of
Allah Almighty that must be ascribed to Him in a
manner befitting Him, without resembling His
creation in any of His attributes. Allah Almighty
says:
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{So do not make comparisons to Allah. Indeed,
Allah knows and you do not know.} [Surat an-Nahl:
74]

This is the creed of Ahl-us-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah
from among the Companions of the Messenger of
Allah (%) and their followers in righteousness
concerning the names and attributes of Allah. It is
the creed transmitted by Imam Abu al-Hasan al-
Ash‘ari (may Allah have mercy upon him) in his
book "Al-Maqalat" about the People of Hadith and
Ahl-us-Sunnah, and it was also conveyed by others
from among the people of knowledge and Iman.

Al-Awza‘i (may Allah have mercy upon him)
said: "Az-Zuhri and Mak'hul were asked about the
verses of the Attributes, and they said: Let them
pass as they have been reported.™

1 Narrated by Al-Lalika’i in Sharh 'Usil Al-I'tigad (735), and Ibn ‘Abdul-Barr
in Jami‘ Al-‘Ilm Wa Fadlih (1801), but with the term "the Hadiths" instead
of "the verses of the attributes”, and his wording is: "Narrate these Hadith
s as they have been reported and do not dispute over them."
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Al-Awza'i (may Allah have mercy upon him) also
said: "We, while the Tabi‘is (the Companions'
successors) were present in large numbers, used to
say that Allah Almighty is on His Throne and believe
in the attributes mentioned in the Sunnah.™

Al-Walid ibn Muslim (may Allah have mercy
upon him) said: “Malik, Al-Awza‘i, Al-Layth ibn Sa‘d,
and Sufyan ath-Thawri (may Allah have mercy
upon them) were asked about the narrations
concerning the divine Attributes, and they all said:
Accept them as they are reported without asking
how.”

When Rabi‘ah ibn Abi ‘Abdur-Rahman, the
Shaykh of Malik (may Allah have mercy upon both
of them), was asked about the Istiwa’ (the
rising/ascending), he said: “The Istiwa’ is not
unknown, and its nature is inconceivable. The
message came from Allah, and the Messenger was
tasked with clear conveyance, and we are obligated
to firmly believe.”s When Imam Malik (may Allah
have mercy upon him) was asked about this, he

I Narrated by Al-Bayhagqi in “Al-Asma’ Wa As-Sifat” (865); its Isnad (chain of
narration) was classified as Sahth (authentic) by Ibn Taymiyyah in "Al-Ha
mawiyyah" (p. 269), and Adh-Dhahabi stated in "Al-‘Ard" (2/223) that its
narrators are trustworthy Imams.

2 Narrated by Al-Lalika'i in Sharh "Usal Al-I'tigad (930) and Al-Bayhagqi in Al-
Asma’ Wa As-Sifat (955).

3 Narrated by Al-Lalika'i in Sharh "Usul Al-I'tigad (665) and Al-Bayhagqi in Al-
Asma’ Wa As-Sifat (868).
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said: “The Istiwa’ is known; its nature is unknown;
beliefin itis obligatory; and asking about it is Bid‘ah
(religious innovation).” Then, he said to the
questioner: “I see you as nothing but a man of evil!”
And he ordered that he be taken out.: This meaning
was also reported from 'Umm Salamah, the Mother
of the Believers (may Allah be pleased with her)..

Imam Abu Abdur-Rahman ibn al-Mubarak (may
Allah have mercy upon him) said: “We recognize
our Almighty Lord as being above His heavens, on
His Throne, and distinct from His creation.”s

The statements of the scholars in this regard are
numerous and cannot be fully conveyed in this
lecture. Whoever wishes to explore more on this
should refer to what the scholars of the Sunnah
have written on this subject, such as “As-Sunnah”
by ‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad, “At-Tawhid” by the
esteemed Imam Muhammad ibn Khuzaymah, “As-
Sunnah” by Abu al-Qasim al-Lalika’i at-Tabari, “As-
Sunnah” by Abu Bakr ibn Abi ‘Asim, and the
response of Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah to the
people of Hamah, which is a highly beneficial
response wherein he (may Allah have mercy upon

1 Narrated by Al-Lalika’i in Sharh 'Usil Al-I'tigad (664), Abu Nu‘aym in Hilya
t Al-Awliya’ (6/325), and Al-Bayhagqi in Al-Asma’ Wa As-Sifat (867).

2 Narrated by Al-Muzaki in Al-Muzakkiyat (29), Ibn Battah in Al-Ibanah (120
), and Al-Lalika’i in Sharh 'Usil Al-I'tigad (663).

3 Narrated by Ad-Darimi in Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah (67) and Al-Bayhagqi i
n Al-Asma’ Wa As-Sifat (903).
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him) clarified the creed of Ahl-us-Sunnah, citing
many of their statements and the Shar‘i and rational
evidences supporting the soundness of what Ahl-
us-Sunnah have stated and the falsehood of what
their opponents have claimed.

Likewise, his treatise titled “At-Tadmuriyyah”—
in it, he expanded on the subject, clarified the creed
of Ahl-us-Sunnah with its textual and rational
proofs, and refuted opponents in a manner that
manifests the truth and demolishes falsehood for
every knowledgeable person who studies it with
sincere intent and a desire to recognize the truth. In
summary, the creed of Ahl-us-Sunnah wa al-
Jama‘ah regarding the names and attributes is that
they affirm for Allah Almighty what He has affirmed
for Himself in His Book, or what His Messenger
Muhammad (¥) has affirmed for Him in his
Sunnah—affirming without Tamthil (likening)—
and they declare Him, the Exalted, free from
resembling His creation, a declaration free from the
blemish of Ta‘til (denial). Thus, they are safe from
contradiction. They act upon all the evidences; a
success granted by Allah, for it is the way of Allah
Almighty for those who hold fast to the truth with
which He sent His messengers—exerting their
utmost in this regard and being sincere to Allah in
pursuing it—that He Almighty guides them to the
truth and manifests its proof, as Allah Almighty
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says:
ol 3h 56 2035l e 53 a3
{Rather, We hurl the truth at falsehood, and it

crushes it, so it vanishes...} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 18]

And Allah Almighty says:

{Whenever they bring you an argument, We
bring you the truth and the best explanation.}
[Surat al-Furgan: 33]

Anyone who opposes Ahl-us-Sunnah wa al-
Jama‘ah in what they believe regarding the names
and attributes will inevitably fall into contradiction
with both textual and rational evidences, along with
clear inconsistencies in everything they affirm and
deny. In his renowned Tafsir, Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir
(may Allah have mercy upon him) mentioned a
commendable discourse on this subject, specifically
when discussing the words of Allah Almighty:
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{Your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens
and earth in six days and then rose over [i.e,
istawa] the Throne...} [Surat al-Araf: 54]

It is worth conveying here due to its great
benefit; he (may Allah have mercy upon him) said

17




the following:

"There are numerous statements by people
regarding this matter, but it is not a place to
elaborate on it. However, we adhere in this regard
to the methodology of the righteous predecessors:
Malik, Al-Awza‘i, Ath-Thawri, Al-Layth ibn Sa‘d,
Ash-Shafi‘i, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Is'haq ibn Rahwayh,
and others from the Imams of the Muslims, both
past and present. Their approach is to accept them
as they have been reported, without Takyif (asking
how), Tashbih (likening), or Ta‘tll (negation). The
apparent meaning that comes to the minds of those
who liken Allah Almighty to His creation is negated
from Allah, for Allah does not resemble anything of
His creation, and

M\Cwnﬁ 208 i S 20y

{There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} [Surat ash-Shura: 11]
Rather, the matter is as the Imams have stated,
among them Nu‘aym ibn Hammad al-Khuza‘i, the
Shaykh of Al-Bukhari, who said: “Whoever likens
Allah to His creation has indeed disbelieved, and
whoever denies what Allah has described Himself
with has indeed disbelieved.” There is no likening

! Narrated by Adh-Dhahabi in Al-‘Uluw (464); Al-Albani said in Mukhtasar A
1-‘Uluw (p. 184): This Isnad is Sahth (authentic), and its narrators are trust
worthy and well-known.
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in what Allah has described Himself with or what
His Messenger has described Him with. Whoever
affirms for Allah Almighty what is mentioned in the
clear verses and authentic reports in a manner
befitting the Majesty of Allah and negating the
deficiencies from Allah has indeed followed the
path of guidance.": End of the quote of Ibn Kathir
(may Allah have mercy upon him).

Belief in Allah also includes the conviction that
Iman comprises words and deeds, and it increases
with obedience and decreases with disobedience. It
is impermissible to declare any Muslim a
disbeliever due to sins less than Shirk (polytheism)
and Kufr (disbelief), such as adultery, theft,
consuming Riba (usury), drinking intoxicants,
undutifulness to parents, and other major sins,
unless he deems such acts permissible, as Allah
Almighty says:
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{Allah does not forgive associating partners
with Him, but forgives anything less than that for
whom He wills...} [Surat an-Nisa’: 48] And as per the
Mutawatir (mass-transmitted) Hadiths

authentically reported from the Messenger of Allah
(¥), among them is his statement:

1 Tafsir Ibn Kathir (3/426-427).
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“Allah will take out from Hellfire anyone who
has even a mustard seed's weight of Iman (faith) in
his heart.”:
The second principle: Belief in the Angels

[t comprises two matters: The first matter: Belief
in the angels in general: This means that we believe
that Allah Almighty has angels whom He created for
His obedience and described them as follows:
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{They say, “The Most Compassionate has
begotten offspring!” Glory be to Him! In fact, those
[angels] are His honored slaves.

They do not speak before He speaks, and they
only do as He commands.

He knows what is ahead of them and what is
behind them. They cannot intercede except for
whom He pleases, and they are fearful in awe of
Him.} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 26-28]

They are of many kinds: among them are those
entrusted with bearing the Throne, the keepers of

! Narrated by Al-Bukhari (22) on the authority of Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri (may A
llah be pleased with him).

20




Paradise and Hellfire, and those assigned to record
the deeds of the servants. The second matter: Belief
in angels in detail: This entails belief in those whom
Allah and His Messenger have named, such as
Gabriel, who is entrusted with revelation; Michael
(Mika'1l), who is entrusted with rain; Malik, the
keeper of Hellfire; and Israfel, who is entrusted
with blowing the trumpet. As mentioned in
authentic Hadiths, including what is established in
the Sahih Collection from ‘A’ishah (may Allah be
pleased with her), the Prophet (¥) said:
s 231 55 06 Gr gule e O 315 ) e AEmsSi N B
1] G
“The angels were created from light, the jinn
were created from a smokeless flame of fire, and
Adam was created from what has been described to

you.”: [Narrated by Muslim in his Sahih Collection]
The third principle: Belief in the Books:

It also comprises two things:

The first matter: Belief in the Books in general:
That Allah Almighty revealed books to His prophets
and messengers to clarify His right and call to Him,
as He Almighty says:

1 Narrated by Muslim (2996) on the authority of ‘A’ishah (may Allah be plea
sed with her).
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{We have sent Our messengers with clear
proofs, and sent down with them the Scripture and
the criteria of justice, so that the people may uphold
justice...} [Surat al-Hadid: 25] And Allah Almighty
says:

{Mankind was just one nation. Then Allah sent
prophets with glad tidings and warnings, and sent
down to them the Scriptures in truth, to judge
between people in matters over which they
disputed...} [Surat al-Baqgarah: 213]

The second matter: Belief in the Scriptures in
detail: This entails belief in those that Allah
Almighty named, such as the Torah, the Gospel, the
Psalms, and the Qur’an. We hold that the Qur’an is
the best and the last of them, the criterion over
them, and it confirms them. It is obligatory for the
entire Ummah to follow and judge by it, along with
what is authentically reported in the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allah (3). For Allah Almighty sent His
Messenger Muhammad (%) as a messenger to both
humans and jinn and revealed to him this Qur’an to
judge thereby among them. He made it healing for

22




what is in the breasts, a clarification for everything,
and a guidance and mercy for the believers, as Allah
Almighty says:

{This [Qur’an] is a blessed Book which We have
sent down, so follow it and fear Allah, so that you

may be shown mercy.} [Surat al-An‘am: 155] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{We have sent down to you the Book as an
explanation of everything, and as a guidance,

mercy, and glad tidings for the Muslims.} [Surat an-
Nahl: 89] And Allah Almighty says:
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{Say [O Prophet], “O people, [ am the Messenger
of Allah to you all. To Him belongs the dominion of
the heavens and earth; none has the right to be
worshiped except Him; He gives life and causes
death.” So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the
unlettered Prophet, who believes in Allah and His
words, and follow him, so that you may be guided.}

[Surat al-A‘raf: 158]. And the verses in this meaning
are numerous.
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The fourth principle: Belief in the

Messengers

It also comprises two matters: The first matter:
Belief in the Messengers in general: This entails the
belief that Allah Almighty sent messengers to His
servants, some of whom were bearers of glad
tidings and warners, and callers to the truth.
Whoever responded to them attained happiness,
and whoever opposed them was met with
disappointment and regret. The seal and the best of
them is our Prophet Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah (%),
as Allah Almighty says:
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{Indeed, We sent to every community a
messenger, [saying], “Worship Allah and shun false
gods...”} [Surat an-Nahl: 36] And Allah Almighty
says:

{These messengers were sent as bearers of glad
tidings and as warners, so that the people may have
no excuse before Allah after [the coming of] the
messengers...} [Surat an-Nisa: 165] And Allah
Almighty says:
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{Muhammad is not the father of any of your
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men, but he is the Messenger of Allah and the seal
of the prophets...} [Surat al-Ahzab: 40]

The second matter: Belief in the Messengers in
detail: This entails the belief specifically and
distinctly in those whom Allah Almighty has named
or whose names have been confirmed by the
Messenger of Allah (%), such as Noah (Nah), Heber
(Hud), Salih, Abraham (Ibrahim), and others (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon them and their
families and followers).

The fifth principle: Belief in the Day of
Judgment

It entails:

Belief in everything that Allah Almighty and His
Messenger (%) have informed about what occurs
after death, such as the trial in the grave and its
punishment and bliss, and what will happen on the
Day of Judgment from the terrors and hardships,
the Sirat (the Bridge over Hellfire), the Scale, the
reckoning, the recompense, and the distribution of
the scrolls among the people, with some receiving
their book of deeds in their right hand and others
receiving their book in their left hand or from
behind their back.

It also includes the belief in the Hawd (Cistern)
that our Prophet Muhammad (¥) will be granted,
and the belief in Paradise and Hellfire, and the
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believers seeing their Almighty Lord, and His
speaking to them, and other matters that have been
mentioned in the Noble Qur’an and the authentic
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (¥). The servant
must believe in all of this and affirm it in the manner
that Allah and His Messenger (¥) have explained.
The sixth principle: Belief in Destiny

It includes belief in four matters:

The first matter: Belief that Allah Almighty
knows what was and what will be. He knows the
circumstances, provisions, life spans, deeds, and
other affairs of His servants. Nothing is hidden from
Him, Glorified and Exalted is He, as He Almighty
says:
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{And know that Allah is All-Knowing of

everything.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 231] And Allah
Almighty says:
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{..so that you may know that Allah is Most
Capable of all things and that Allah has
encompassed everything in knowledge.} [Surat at-
Talaq: 12]
The second matter: Belief that Allah Almighty

had written everything He has decreed and
ordained, as Allah Almighty says:
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{We certainly know what the earth consumes of
them [after their death], and with Us is a Preserved
Record.} [Surat Qaf: 4] And Allah Almighty says:
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{..and We keep an account of everything in a
clear Record.} [Surat Ya-Sin: 12] And Allah
Almighty says:
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{Do you not know that Allah knows all that is in
heaven and on earth? That is all [written] in a
Record. This is indeed easy for Allah.} [Surat al-Hajj:
70]

The third matter: Belief in the effective will of
Allah Almighty: Whatever He wills occurs, and
whatever He does not will never occur, as He
Almighty says:
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{Allah surely does what He wills.} [Surat al-Hajj:
18] And Allah Almighty says:
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{Whenever He wills something to be, He only
says to it, “Be”, and it is.} [Surat Ya-Sin: 82] Allah
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Almighty also says:
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{But you cannot wish except by the Will of Allah,
the Lord of the worlds.} [Surat at-Takwir: 29]
The fourth matter: Belief in the creation by Allah
Almighty of all that exists: There is no creator

besides Him and no lord other than Him, as He
Almighty says:
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{Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the

Guardian over everything.} [Surat az-Zumar: 62]

And Allah Almighty says:
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{O people, remember Allah’s favor upon you. Is
there any creator other than Allah who gives you
provision from heaven and earth? None has the
right to be worshiped except Him. How can you
then be deluded?} [Surat Fatir: 3]

Belief in Destiny: It comprises belief in all these
four matters, as is the creed of Ahl-us-Sunnah wa al-
Jama‘ah, in contrast to those among the people of
Bid‘ah (religious innovation) who deny some of
them.

Among the important matters in the sound creed
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held by Ahl-us-Sunnah are: love for the sake of
Allah and hatred for His sake, allegiance for His
sake and enmity for His sake. This is the creed of
allegiance and dissociation, and it is part of belief in
Allah Almighty.

A Dbeliever loves and shows loyalty to the
believers, and he hates and shows hostility to the
disbelievers. At the forefront of the believers of this
Ummah are the Companions of the Messenger of
Allah (¥), as established among Ahl-us-Sunnah wa
al-Jama‘ah; they love them and show loyalty to
them, believing that they are the best among the
people after the prophets, as the Prophet (%) said:
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“The best of generations is my generation, then
the generation after them, then the generation after
them.” [Its authenticity is agreed upon]

They believe that the best among them is Abu
Bakr as-Siddiq, followed by ‘Umar al-Farugq, then
‘Uthman Dhun-Nurayn, and then ‘Ali al-Murtada
(may Allah be pleased with all of them). After them
come the rest of the ten Companions who were
given the glad tidings of entering Paradise, followed
by the rest of the Companions (may Allah be
pleased with all of them). They refrain from

1 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3651) and Muslim (2533) on the authority of ‘Abd
ullah ibn Mas‘ad (may Allah be pleased with him).
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discussing the disputes that occurred among the
Companions and believe that they were exercising
[jtihad (independent reasoning) in those matters.
Whoever was right will receive two rewards, and
whoever erred will receive one reward.

They love the household of the Messenger of
Allah (¥) who believe in him, and they support
them. They also support the wives of the Messenger
of Allah (%), who are the Mothers of the Believers,
and they ask Allah Almighty to be pleased with all
of them. They dissociate themselves from the ways
of the Rafidis (an extremist sect of Shi‘as), who
harbor hatred towards the Companions of the
Messenger of Allah (%) and revile them, and who
exaggerate in their praise of the Prophet's
household, elevating them beyond the status that
Allah Almighty has granted them. Likewise, they
dissociate themselves from the ways of the Nasibis
(a sect hostile to ‘Ali and his descendants), who
harm the Prophet's household by words or deeds.

All that we have mentioned is included within
the sound creed with which Allah Almighty sent His
Messenger Muhammad (¥). It is the creed that
must be believed in, adhered to, and maintained,
and one must be cautious of anything that
contradicts it. This is the creed of the Saved Sect,
Ahl-us-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah, about which the
Prophet (¥) said:
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“A group of people from my Ummah will
continue to prevail based on the truth, and they will
not be harmed by those who fail them until Allah's
Command is executed while they are still as such.”
In another version:
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“A group from my Ummah will continue to be

steadfast upon the truth, victorious.”> He (%) also
said:
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“The Jews were split into seventy-one sects, and
the Christians were split into seventy-two sects;
and this Ummah will be split into seventy-three
sects, all of which will be in Hellfire except for one.”

The Companions asked: “Who are they, O
Messenger of Allah?” He replied: “Those who follow

! Narrated by Muslim (1920) on the authority of Thawban (may Allah be ple
ased with him).

2 Narrated by Ibn Majah (3952) on the authority of Thawban (may Allah be
pleased with him); and it was classified as Sahih (authentic) by Ibn Hibban
(6714) and Al-Hakim (8653).
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the same path that [ and my Companions follow.”

The Creeds Contrary to the Sound Creed

Those who deviate from this creed and adopt its
opposite are of many kinds. Among them are the
worshipers of idols, statues, angels, pious believers,
jinn, trees, stones, and others. These did not
respond to the call of the messengers but opposed
and defied them, just as Quraysh and various Arab
tribes did with our Prophet Muhammad (¥). They
would ask their deities to fulfill their needs, heal the
sick, and grant victory over enemies, offering
sacrifices and making vows to them. When the
Messenger (%) denounced this and commanded
them to dedicate worship sincerely and solely to
Allah Almighty, they found it strange and rejected
it, saying:
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{Has he made all gods into one God? Indeed, this
is something strange!”} [Surat Sad: 5]

The Prophet (¥) continued to call them to Allah

and warn them against Shirk, explaining to them
the true nature of what they were being called to,

1 Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (2641) on the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (ma
y Allah be pleased with him), and Al-Munawi said in Fayd Al-Qadir (5/347
): “It includes ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Ziyad al-Afrigi. Adh-Dhahabi said: They
classified it as Da‘if (weak).” And it was classified as Sahih (authentic) by A
1-Albani in Sahth Al-Jami‘ (5343).
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until Allah Almighty guided those whom He willed.
Subsequently, they entered into the religion of
Allah in multitudes. Thus, the religion of Allah
prevailed over all other religions after the
continuous Da‘wah (call to Allah) and prolonged
Jihad of the Messenger of Allah (%), his Companions
(may Allah be pleased with them), and those who
followed them in  righteousness. Then
circumstances changed, and ignorance prevailed
over most of the creation, leading the majority to
revert to the religion of Jahiliyyah (the pre-Islamic
period of ignorance), by exaggerating in their
reverence for the prophets and pious believers,
invoking them, seeking relief from them, and other
forms of Shirk. They did not understand the
meaning of “there is no god but Allah” as the
disbelievers of the Arabs understood it. Allah is the
One Whose help is sought.

This Shirk has continued to spread among the
people up to our present time due to the prevalence
of ignorance and the long passage of time since the
era of Prophethood.

The misconception of these later generations is
the same as that of the earlier ones, which is their
saying:
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{These are our intercessors with Allah.} [Surat
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Yunus: 18] And their saying:
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{[saying], “We only worship them so that they
may bring us closer to Allah.”} [Surat az-Zumar: 3]
Allah  Almighty nullified this misconception,
clarifying that whoever worships anyone besides
Him, regardless of who it may be, has committed
Shirk and disbelief, as Allah Almighty says:
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{They worship besides Allah those who can
neither harm nor benefit them, saying, “These are
our intercessors with Allah..”} [Surat Yunus: 18]
Allah Almighty responded to them, saying:
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{Say, “Do you inform Allah of what He does not
know in the heavens or on the earth? Glorified and
Exalted is He far above what they associate [with
Him|!”} [Surat Yinus: 18]
Allah Almighty clarifies in this verse that the
worship of anyone other than Him, whether
prophets, pious believers, or others, constitutes

major Shirk, even if those who practice it call it by
another name. Allah Almighty says:
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{As for those who take others as guardians
besides Him, [saying], “We only worship them so
that they may bring us closer to Allah.”} [Surat ash-
Shiura: 6] Then, Allah Almighty responded to them,
saying:
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{Allah will judge between them concerning that
over which they differ. Allah does not guide anyone
who is a liar and a persistent disbeliever.} [Surat
ash-Shiura: 6]

Thus, Allah Almighty made it clear that their
worship of others through supplication, fear, hope,
and similar acts is indeed disbelief in Him, Exalted
is He, and He has proven them liars in their claim
that their gods bring them closer to Him.

Among the blasphemous beliefs that contradict
the sound creed and what the messengers (peace
be upon them) brought is what the atheists of this
era believe, including the followers of Marx, Lenin,
and other advocates of atheism and disbelief,
whether they call it socialism, communism,
Ba‘thism, or any other names. One of the principles
of these atheists is that there is no god and life is
only matter.
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Among their fundamental beliefs are the denial
of resurrection, the denial of Paradise and Hellfire,
and disbelief in all religions. Whoever examines
their books and studies their beliefs will know this
with certainty. Undoubtedly, this creed opposes all
heavenly religions and leads its adherents to the
worst consequences in this world and the
Hereafter.

Among the beliefs contrary to the truth is what
some Sufis hold: That certain individuals whom
they call “Awliya”” (pious believers) share with
Allah the management of the universe and control
its affairs, referring to them as “Aqtab”, “Awtad”,
“Aghwath”, and other names they have invented for
their deities. This is “Shirk Fi Ar-Rubiibiyyah”
(polytheism in the lordship), and it is one of the
ugliest types of Shirk with Allah Almighty.

Whoever contemplates the Shirk of the early
people of ignorance and compares it with the Shirk
prevalent among the later generations will find that
the Shirk of the latter is greater and more severe.
The explanation is as follows: The disbelievers of
the Arabs in Jahiliyyah (the pre-Islamic era of
ignorance) were distinguished by two matters: The
first matter: They did not associate partners in
lordship, but their Shirk was in worship; for they
acknowledged the lordship of Allah, the Mighty and
Majestic, alone, as He Almighty says:

36




TR A PR [

{If you ask them who created them, they will
surely say, “Allah.”} [Surat az-Zukhruf: 87] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{Say, “Who provides for you from the heaven
and earth? Or who owns [your]| hearing and sight?
Who brings forth the living from the dead and the
dead from the living? Who controls all things?”
They will say, “Allah.” Say, “Do you not then fear
Him?} [Surat Yunus: 31] There are so many verses
to this effect.

The second matter: Their Shirk in worship was
not constant; rather, it occurred during times of
prosperity. However, in times of distress, they
devoted their worship sincerely to Allah, as Allah
Almighty says:
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{When they board a ship, they supplicate to
Allah, devoting their faith sincerely to Him. But as

soon as He rescues them to the land, they associate
partners with Him,} [Surat al-‘Ankabut: 65]
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As for the later polytheists, they have surpassed
the early ones in two aspects: The first aspect: The
Shirk of some of them in lordship. The second
aspect: Their Shirk during both prosperity and
adversity. This is evident to those who have
mingled with them, examined their conditions, and
observed their practices at the graves of Al-Husayn,
Al-Badawi, and others in Egypt, Al-‘Aydaris in
Aden, Al-Hadi in Yemen, Ibn ‘Arabi in the Levant,
and Shaykh ‘Abdul-Qadir al-Jilani in Iraq, among
other renowned graves that the common people
have excessively venerated, dedicating much of
Allah’s due rights to them. Few are those who
denounce their actions and clarify to them the
reality of Tawhid (monotheism), with which Allah
Almighty sent His Prophet Muhammad (%) and the
previous messengers (peace be upon them).
Indeed, to Allah we belong, and to Him we shall
return.

Among the beliefs contrary to the sound creed
regarding the names and attributes are the beliefs
of the religious innovators from among the
Jahmiyyah (a deviant sect negating Allah's names
and attributes) and the Mu‘tazilah (a deviant sect
negating Allah's attributes), and those who follow
their path in negating the attributes of Allah
Almighty and denying what has been mentioned for
Allah Almighty of the attributes of perfection, and
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describing Him, Glorified is He, with the attributes

of non-existents, inanimate objects, and
impossibilities. Exalted is Allah, far above what they
say.

Those who negate some attributes and affirm
others, as is the belief of the Ash‘aris, are included
in this. They are compelled in what they established
of the attributes to face the same issues they sought
to avoid in the attributes they negated and
interpreted their evidences. Thus, they opposed
both the textual and rational evidences, and they
contradicted themselves with a clear contradiction.

Ahl-us-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah affirm for Allah
Almighty what He has affirmed for Himself or what
His Messenger Muhammad (¥) has affirmed for
Him of names and attributes in a perfect manner.
They declare Him free from resembling His
creation, a declaration free from the blemish of
Ta‘tll (negation). Thus, they acted upon all the
evidences without Tahrif (distortion) or Ta'til, and
they were spared from the contradictions into
which others fell, as previously explained.

This is the way to salvation and happiness in this
world and the Hereafter, and it is the straight path
that was followed by the righteous predecessors
and leaders of this Ummah. The latter generations
of this Ummah will not be reformed except by what
reformed its former generations, which is
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adherence to the Qur'an and Sunnah, and
abandoning what contradicts them. We ask Allah
Almighty to guide the Ummah back to its right
course, increase the preachers of guidance in it, and
grant success to its leaders and scholars in
combating Shirk, eradicating it, and warning
against its means; indeed, He is All-Hearing, Ever-
Near. And Allah alone is the One Who grants
success, and He is Sufficient for us and the Best
Disposer of affairs, and there is no power or
strength except through Him. And may Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon His slave and
Messenger, our Prophet Muhammad, and his family
and Companions.

**k*
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The Second Treatise:

The Ruling of Seeking Relief Through the
Prophet (£)

Praise be to Allah, and may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah, his family
and Companions, and those guided by his guidance.

To proceed: The Kuwaiti newspaper “Al-
Mujtama®”, in its issue number 15, dated
19/4/1390 AH, published poetic verses under the
title: “On the Anniversary of the Noble Prophet's
Birth.” These poetic verses included seeking relief
from the Prophet (¥) and seeking his support to aid
the Ummah, grant it victory, and deliver it from the
division and discord it has fallen into, penned by
someone who called herself: “Aminah.” Here is a
text from the mentioned poetic verses:

O Messenger of Allah, save a world... that ignites
the war and suffers from its flames

O Messenger of Allah, save an Ummabh... whose
journey within the darkness of doubt has been
prolonged

O Messenger of Allah, save an Ummabh... whose
vision has been lost in the labyrinths of sorrow

until she says:

Hasten the victory as You hastened it.. on the
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Day of Badr when You called upon the Lord

The humiliation turned into a splendid victory...
Verily, Allah has soldiers you do not see

This is how this writer directs her plea and cry
for relief to the Messenger of Allah (¥), asking him
to save the Ummah by hastening victory, while
forgetting—or being unaware—that victory is in
the Hand of Allah Almighty alone, not in the hand of
the Prophet (¥), nor of any other creature, as Allah
Almighty says in His clear Book:
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{Victory only comes from Allah, the All-Mighty,
the All-Wise,} [Surat Al ‘Imran: 126] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{If Allah helps you, none can overcome you; but
if He forsakes you, who is there to help you after
Him...} [Surat Al ‘Imran: 160]

This act of supplication and seeking relief is a
dedication of a form of worship to other than Allah
Almighty. It is known by the text and the consensus
that this is not permissible, and that Allah Almighty
created the creatures to worship Him. He sent the
messengers and revealed the scriptures to
elucidate this worship and call to it, as He Almighty
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says:
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{I have not created the jinn and mankind except
to worship Me.} [Surat adh-Dhariyat: 56] And Allah
Almighty says:
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{Indeed, We sent to every community a
messenger, [saying], “Worship Allah and shun false
gods..."”} [Surat an-Nahl: 36] And Allah Almighty
says:
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{“We never sent before you [O Prophet] any
messenger without revealing to him that none has
the right to be worshiped except Me, so worship

Me.”} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 25] Allah Almighty also
says:
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{Alif Lam Ra. This is a Book whose verses are
perfected, then fully explained, from One Who is
All-Wise, All-Aware.
[Say O Prophet], “Worship none except Allah.
Indeed, I am sent to you from Him, as a warner and
bearer of glad tidings.} [Surat Hud: 1-2]
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Allah Almighty clearly elucidates in these
definitive verses that He did not create mankind
and jinn except to worship Him alone, without a
partner. He clarifies that He sent the messengers
(peace be upon them) to command this worship
and to forbid its opposite. Allah Almighty informs
that He perfected the verses of His Book and
detailed them so that none besides Him would be
worshiped.

It is known that worship means: Tawhid (belief
in the Oneness) of Allah Almighty and obedience to
Him by adhering to His commands and avoiding His
prohibitions. Allah Almighty has commanded and
informed of this in many verses, including His
saying:
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(although they were commanded only to
worship Allah with sincere devotion to Him, being
inclined to the true faith...} [Surat al-Bayyinah: 5]
And His saying:
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{Your Lord has ordained that you worship none
but Him...} [Surat al-Isra’: 23] Allah Almighty also
says:
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{Indeed, We have sent down to you [O Prophet]
the Book with the truth, so worship Allah with
sincere devotion to Him.

Indeed, sincere devotion is due to Allah alone.
As for those who take others as guardians besides
Him, [saying], “We only worship them so that they
may bring us closer to Allah.” Allah will judge
between them concerning that over which they
differ. Allah does not guide anyone who is a liar and
a persistent disbeliever.} [Surat az-Zumar: 2-3]

The verses in this regard are numerous, and all
of them indicate the obligation of worshiping Allah
Almighty alone with sincerity and refraining from
worshiping anything other than Him, including the
prophets and others.

There is no doubt that supplication is among the
most important and comprehensive types of
worship, and it must be sincerely devoted to Allah
alone, as He Almighty says:
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{So call upon Allah with sincere devotion to Him,

even if the disbelievers may dislike it.} [Surat
Ghafir: 14] Allah Almighty also says:
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{The mosques are for Allah alone, so do not
supplicate anyone along with Allah.} [Surat al-Jinn
18] This directive to supplicate Allah Almighty
alone encompasses all creatures, including the
prophets and others. He Almighty says:
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{Do not supplicate besides Allah that which can
neither benefit nor harm you, for if you do so, you
will be one of the wrongdoers.} [Surat Yunus: 106]
This addresses the Prophet (¥), and it is known that
Allah Almighty has protected him from Shirk. The

intent is rather to warn others. Then, He Almighty
says:
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{Do not supplicate besides Allah that which can
neither benefit nor harm you, for if you do so, you
will be one of the wrongdoers.} [Surat Yunus: 106]
This addresses the Prophet (3), and the intent is to
warn others, for it is known that Allah Almighty
protected His Messenger from Shirk (polytheism).

Then, Allah Almighty intensifies the prohibition
and warning, saying:
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{..for if you do so, you will be one of the
wrongdoers.} When wrongdoing is mentioned
without specification, it refers to major Shirk, as
Allah Almighty says:

{And it is the disbelievers who are the

wrongdoers.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 254] And Allah
Almighty says:

{Indeed, associating partners with Allah is the
worst wrongdoing.} [Surat Lugman: 13] If the
master of the children of Adam (¥) were to call
upon other than Allah Almighty, he would be
among the wrongdoers. So what about others?!

It is understood from these verses and others
that invoking other than Allah—be it the dead,
trees, idols, or the like—is Shirk with Allah
Almighty, and contradicts the Tawhid of Allah in
worship, which is the purpose behind creating the
jinn and mankind, sending the messengers, and
revealing the scriptures. It opposes the meaning of
“There is no god but Allah”, which negates worship
of anything other than Allah and affirms it for Allah
alone, as Allah Almighty says:
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{That is because it is Allah Who is the Truth and
whatever they invoke besides Him is falsehood, and
it is Allah Who is the Most High, the Most Great.}
[Surat al-Hajj: 62]

This is the foundation and basis of the religion,
and acts of worship are not valid unless this
foundation is sound, as Allah Almighty says
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{Ithas already been revealed to you and to those
who came before you that if you associate others
with Allah, your deeds will surely become

worthless, and you will certainly be among the
losers.} [Surat az-Zumar: 65] He Almighty also says:
(O L e BT

{If they were to associate others with Him, all
their deeds would have been nullified.} [Surat al-
An‘am: 88]

From the aforementioned, it becomes clear that
the religion of Islam and the testimony that (there
is no god but Allah) have two great foundations:

Firstly: To worship none but Allah alone, without
associating any partners with Him. Whoever
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invokes the dead, whether prophets or others, or
calls upon idols, trees, stones, or any other
creatures, or seeks their aid, or draws near to them
with sacrifices and vows, or prays to them, or
prostrates to them, has taken them as lords besides
Allah Almighty and made them rivals to Him, thus
contradicting and nullifying the meaning of “There
is no deity but Allah”.

Secondly: Allah Almighty should not be
worshiped except through the Shariah of His
Prophet and Messenger (¥). Whoever innovates in
the religion what Allah has not permitted has not
fulfilled the meaning of the testimony that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and his
deeds will not benefit him nor be accepted. Allah
Almighty says:

{We will turn to whatever deeds they did and
turn them into scattered dust.} [Surat al-Furqan:
23] The deeds referred to in the verse are those of
one who dies while associating partners with Allah
Almighty.

Also included in this are the innovated deeds not
sanctioned by Allah Almighty, for they will be
rendered as scattered dust on the Day of Judgment
because they do not conform to His purified
Shariah, as the Prophet (¥) said:
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"Whoever introduces something into this

matter of ours that is not part of it will have it

rejected." [Its authenticity is agreed upon]

In summary, this writer directed her plea and
supplication to the Messenger (¥), turning away
from the Lord of the worlds, in Whose Hand lies
victory, harm, and benefit, and none other than Him
possesses any of that.

There is no doubt that this is a grave and
calamitous injustice. Allah  Almighty has
commanded supplicating to Him, and promised
those who supplicate to Him that He will answer
them. He has also threatened those who are too
proud to do so with entering Hellfire, as He
Almighty says:
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{Your Lord says, “Call upon Me; [ will respond to
you. Those who are too proud to worship Me will
enter Hell, utterly debased.”} [Surat Ghafir: 60] i.e.,
abased and humbled. This noble verse indicates
that supplication is an act of worship, and whoever
is too proud to engage in it, his abode will be

Hellfire. If this is the state of one who is too proud
to supplicate to Allah Almighty, then what about the
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one who supplicates to others and turns away from
Him, while He Almighty is Ever-Near, the Owner of
all things, and Competent over all things, as He
Almighty says:
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{When My slaves ask you concerning Me, | am
indeed near. I respond to the call of the supplicant
when he calls upon Me; so they should respond to
Me and believe in Me, so that they may be guided.}
[Surat al-Bagarah: 186] The Messenger (%) stated
in the authentic Hadith that supplication is

worship, and he said to his cousin ‘Abdullah ibn
‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him):
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"Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you. Be
mindful of Allah and you will find Him with you. If
you ask, ask Allah; and if you seek help, seek help
from Allah." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi and others]
The Prophet (¥) also said:
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"Whoever dies while invoking a rival to Allah

will enter the Fire." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari] In the
Two Sahih Collections, it is reported that the
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Prophet (%) was asked: Which sin is the greatest?
He said:
WG 34505 & S 5D

"To set up a rival to Allah while He has created
you." "Nidd" (Rival): is the counterpart and
equivalent. Thus, whoever calls upon other than
Allah, seeks relief from him, vows to him, sacrifices
for him, or dedicates any act of worship to him
beyond what has been previously mentioned has
indeed set him up as a rival to Allah; whether he is
a prophet, a pious person, a king, a jinn, an idol, or
any other creation.

One might ask: What is the ruling on asking a
living and present person what he is capable of and
seeking assistance in tangible matters within his
ability? The answer is: This is not considered Shirk,
but rather a permissible customary practice among
Muslims, as He Almighty says in the story of Moses:
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{The one from his own people called him for
help against his enemy...} [Surat al-Qasas: 15] He
Almighty also says in the story of Moses:
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{So he left the city, fearful and vigilant...} [Surat
al-Qasas: 21] Just as a person seeks relief from his
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companions in war and other matters that befall
people, wherein they need one another.

Allah Almighty commanded His Prophet (¥) to
inform his Ummah that he does not possess any
benefit or harm for anyone; He Almighty says:
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{Say [O Prophet], “I only supplicate to my Lord
and I do not associate anyone with Him.”

Say, “I have no power to harm or benefit you.”}
[Surat al-Jinn: 20-21] And Allah Almighty says:
caad e e s u s Vs Wi e sty )

{0545 258 255 538 VL BT O 120 520 15 A e Y

{Say, “I have no power to benefit or harm myself,
except what Allah wills. If I had knowledge of the
unseen, [ would have acquired much good, and no
evil would have touched me. [ am only a warner and
bearer of glad tidings for people who believe.”}
[Surat al-A‘raf: 188]

The verses in this regard are numerous.

It is well-known that the Prophet (¥) would
supplicate none but his Lord. It is established that
he sought Allah's help and support on the day of
Badr against his enemy, persistently imploring,
saying: “O Lord! Fulfill for me what You have
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promised me.” This continued until the greatest
Companion, Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with
him), said: “It is sufficient for you, O Messenger of
Allah, for Allah will fulfill for you what He has
promised you.” Allah Almighty revealed in this
regard His saying:
{Dd2
{[Remember] when you were seeking the help
of your Lord [at Badr] and He responded to you, “I
will reinforce you with a thousand angels, following
one another in succession.”} [Surat al-Anfal: 9] He
Almighty reminded them of their plea for help, and
He responded by sending angels as a sign of victory
and reassurance. And He Almighty clarified that
victory is not from the angels, but rather it is from
Him alone. He Almighty says:
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{Victory only comes from Allah..} [Surat Al
‘Imran: 126] Allah Almighty also says:
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{Allah had helped you at Badr when you were
weak; then fear Allah so that you may be grateful.}

[Surat Al-‘Imran: 123] Allah Almighty clarified in
this verse that He is the One Who granted them
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victory on the day of Badr. It is understood from
this that what He provided them in terms of
weaponry and strength, and the reinforcement
with angels, all serve as means of victory, glad
tidings, and reassurance. Yet, victory does not come
from these means, but rather it is solely from Allah
Almighty alone. So, how can this writer or anyone
else dare to direct their plea and request for victory
to the Prophet (¥) while turning away from the
Lord of the worlds, the Owner of all things, and the
One Competent over everything?!

There is no doubt that this is among the most
reprehensible forms of ignorance and indeed one of
the gravest acts of polytheism. It is incumbent upon
the writer to repent to Allah Almighty with sincere
repentance. Sincere repentance encompasses
several elements, which are: First: Remorse for
what one has done. Second: Abandonment of the
sin committed. Third: The resolve not to return to
it, out of reverence for Allah Almighty and sincerity
to Him, in compliance with His command, and in
caution against what He has forbidden. This is
sincere repentance. Fourth: If the wrongdoing
pertains to other people, one should restore the
right to its rightful owner or seek their pardon.

Allah Almighty commanded His servants to
repent and promised that He would accept their
repentance, as He says:
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And turn to Allah in repentance all together, O
p g

believers, so that you may be successful.} [Surat an-
Niur: 31] And He says regarding the Christians:
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{Why do they not turn to Allah in repentance
and seek His forgiveness? For Allah is All-Forgiving,

Most Merciful.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 74] And Allah
Almighty says:
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{and those who do not invoke besides Allah
another god, and who do not kill a soul whom Allah
has forbidden, except in the course of justice, and
who do not commit adultery, for whoever does any
of this will face the penalty,

the punishment will be doubled for him on the
Day of Resurrection, wherein he will remain
disgraced forever,

except those who repent and believe, and do
righteous deeds; for them Allah will change their
evil deeds into good deeds, for Allah is All-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.} [Surat al-Furgan: 68-70]
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And Allah Almighty says:
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{It is He Who accepts repentance from His

slaves and pardons sins, and He knows all what you

do.} [Surat ash-Shiira: 25]

And the Prophet (¥) is authentically reported to
have said:

"Islam erases whatever sins occurred prior to
embracing it, and repentance abolishes the sins
committed preceding it."

These brief words have been written due to the
grave danger of polytheism, as it is the greatest of
sins, and out of fear of being deceived by what has
been issued by this writer, and for the duty of
offering sincere advice for the sake of Allah and His
servants. | ask Allah Almighty to make it beneficial,
to reform our conditions and the conditions of all
Muslims, to bestow upon all of us understanding in
the religion and steadfastness in it, and to protect
us and the Muslims from the evil of our souls and
our bad deeds. Indeed, He is the One Worthy of that
and Capable of it.

May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His
slave and Messenger, our Prophet Muhammad, and
his family and Companions.
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The Third Treatise:

The Ruling on Seeking Help from Jinn and
Devils and Making Vows to Them

From ‘Abdul-‘Aziz ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Baz to those
among the Muslims who see it—may Allah grant me
and them adherence to His religion and
steadfastness upon it, Amen.

May the peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be
upon you.

To proceed: Some brothers have asked me about
what some ignorant individuals do, such as
supplicating to other than Allah Almighty and
seeking their help in important matters, like
supplicating to the jinn, seeking relief from them,
making vows to them, and offering sacrifices to
them. Among these is the statement of some of
them: “O Seven”, meaning seven leaders of the jinn,
“seize him, break his bones, drink his blood,
mutilate him; O Seven, do such and such to him.” Or
some of them say: “Take him, O Jinn of the noon, O
Jinn of the afternoon.” This is frequently found in
some southern regions. Related to this matter is
supplicating to the dead, whether they are
prophets, righteous people, or others, and
supplicating to the angels and seeking relief from
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them. All of this and its like occurs among many
who claim affiliation to Islam, out of ignorance and
blind imitation of those who came before them.
Some may even trivialize it and argue by saying:
This is merely something that slips off the tongue;
we do not intend it nor believe in it.

He also asked me about the ruling on marrying
those known for such practices, their sacrifices,
praying over them and behind them, and believing
in charlatans and diviners, such as those who claim
to know illnesses and their causes merely by
examining something that has touched the patient's
body, like a turban, trousers, veil, and the like.

The answer is: Praise be to Allah alone, and may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon the final
Prophet and his family and Companions and those
who follow their guidance until the Day of
Judgment.

To proceed: Indeed, Allah Almighty created
mankind and jinn to worship Him alone, excluding
all others, and to single Him out in supplication,
seeking help, sacrifice, vows, and all acts of
worship. He sent the messengers with this message,
commanded them with it, and revealed the divine
scriptures, the greatest of which is the Noble
Qur’an, to clarify this and call to it, warning people
against associating partners with Allah and
worshiping others besides Him. This is the
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foundation of all foundations and the basis of the
faith and religion, which is the meaning of the
testimony that “there is no god but Allah”, and the
reality of “there is no deity worthy of worship
except Allah.” It negates divinity and worship for
anything other than Allah Almighty and affirms it—
meaning worship—for Allah alone, apart from all
creations. There are numerous proofs for this from
the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger
(¥); among them is His saying:
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{I have not created the jinn and mankind except

to worship Me.} [Surat adh-Dhariyat: 56] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{Your Lord has ordained that you worship none
but Him...} [Surat al-Isra”: 23] And Allah Almighty
says:
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{although they were commanded only to
worship Allah with sincere devotion to Him, being

inclined to the true faith...} [Surat al-Bayyinah: 5]
And Allah Almighty says:
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{Your Lord says, “Call upon Me; [ will respond to
you. Those who are too proud to worship Me will
enter Hell, utterly debased.”} [Surat Ghafir: 60] And
Allah Almighty says:

{03 g NG5 Coal &u 3 36 52 e AL 155y

{When My slaves ask you concerning Me, [ am
indeed near. I respond to the call of the supplicant
when he calls upon Me...} [Surat al-Baqarah: 186]

Allah Almighty clarifies in these verses that He
created mankind and jinn to worship Him, and He
decreed—meaning He commanded and enjoined—
His servants in the definitive verses of the Qur’an
and through the tongue of the Messenger (%) that
none should be worshiped except their Lord.

Allah Almighty clarified that supplication is a
great act of worship, and whoever is too proud to
engage in it will enter the Fire. He commanded His
servants to supplicate to Him alone and informed
them that He is Near and responds to their
supplications. Therefore, it is incumbent upon all
servants to dedicate their supplications to their
Lord alone, as it is a form of worship for which they
were created and by which they were commanded.
Allah Almighty says:
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{Say, “Indeed, my prayer, my sacrifice, my living
and my dying are all for Allah, Lord of the worlds.

He has no partner. This is what I have been
commanded, and I am the first to submit to Allah.}
[Surat al-An‘am: 162-163]

Allah Almighty commanded His Prophet (¥) to
inform the people that his prayer, his rites of
sacrifice, his living, and his dying are for Allah, the
Lord of the worlds, with no partner. Based on this,
whoever sacrifices to anyone other than Allah has
committed Shirk (polytheism), just as if he prayed
to other than Allah. For Allah Almighty has coupled
prayer and sacrifice together, and He has declared
that they are for Him alone, with no partner.
Whoever sacrifices to anyone other than Allah, such
as the jinn, angels, the dead, or others, to draw
closer to them, is like the one who prays to other
than Allah. In the authentic Hadith, the Prophet (%)
said:
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"May Allah curse whoever slaughters a sacrifice
to anyone other than Allah." Imam Ahmad narrated
with a good Isnad (chain of transmission) from

Tariq ibn Shihab (may Allah be pleased with him)
that the Prophet (¥) said:
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"Two men passed by some people who had an
idol that none would pass without offering
something to it. They said to one of them: ‘Offer
something.’ He said: ‘I have nothing to offer.” They
said: ‘Offer anything, even if it's a fly." So, he offered
a fly, and they let him go, and he entered Hellfire.
They said to the other: ‘Offer something.’ He said: ‘I
would not offer anything to other than Allah
Almighty.” So, they struck his neck, and he entered
Paradise."

If one who draws near to an idol or the like with
a fly or a similar offering is considered a polytheist
deserving of entering Hellfire, then how much more
so for those who invoke the jinn, angels, and pious
believers, and those who seek their help, make
vows to them, and draw near to them with
sacrifices, hoping thereby for safeguarding their
wealth, healing their sick, or safety of their livestock
and crops? And how about those who do so out of
fear of harm from the jinn, or similar reasons?
There is no doubt that whoever engages in this and
similar acts is more deserving of being a polytheist,
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deserving of entering Hellfire, than the man who
only offered a fly to the idol.

Also, the texts reported in this regard include the
verse that reads:
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{Indeed, We have sent down to you [O Prophet]
the Book with the truth, so worship Allah with
sincere devotion to Him.

Indeed, sincere devotion is due to Allah alone.
As for those who take others as guardians besides
Him, [saying], “We only worship them so that they
may bring us closer to Allah.” Allah will judge
between them concerning that over which they
differ. Allah does not guide anyone who is a liar and
a persistent disbeliever.} [Surat az-Zumar: 2-3] And
Allah Almighty says:
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{They worship besides Allah those who can
neither harm nor benefit them, saying, “These are
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our intercessors with Allah.” Say, “Do you inform
Allah of what He does not know in the heavens or
on the earth? Glorified and Exalted is He far above
what they associate [with Him|!”} [Surat Yunus: 18]

Allah Almighty informs in these two verses that
the polytheists have taken allies besides Him from
among the created beings, worshiping them along
with Him through fear, hope, sacrifice, vows,
supplication, and similar acts, claiming that these
pious believers bring those who worship them
closer to Allah and intercede for them with Him.
Then Allah Almighty refuted their claims, clarified
their falsehood, and named them as liars,
disbelievers, and polytheists, and He Almighty
exalts Himself far above their polytheism, saying:

{Glorified and Exalted is He far above what they
associate [with Him]!} [Surat an-Nahl: 1] It is thus
understood that whoever takes a king, a prophet, a
jinn, a tree, or a stone, invoking them along with
Allah, seeking their help, and drawing near to them
through vows and sacrifices, hoping for their
intercession with Allah, or that they will bring him
near to Him, or hoping for the healing of the sick,
the safeguarding of wealth, the safety of the absent,
or the like, he has indeed fallen into this major Shirk
and severe affliction, about which Allah says:
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{Allah does not forgive associating partners
with Him, but forgives anything less than that for
whom He wills. Whoever associates partners with
Allah has indeed committed a grave sin.} [Surat an-
Nisa’: 48] And Allah Almighty says:
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{Whoever associates any partners with Allah,
Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and his abode
will be the Fire. And the wrongdoers will have no
helpers.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 72]

Intercession will only be granted on the Day of
Resurrection to the people of Tawhid and sincerity,
not to the people of Shirk, as the Prophet (3) said
when he was asked: "O Messenger of Allah, who are
the luckiest people to have your intercession?" He
said:
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"Whoever says "La ilaha illa Allah (There is no
god but Allah)" sincerely from his heart." The
Prophet (%) also said:
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"Every prophet had an invocation that was
readily answered, and every prophet hastened his
invocation; whereas, [ have reserved my invocation
as an intercession for my Ummah on the Day of
Judgment. It will be granted, Allah Willing, to those
of my Ummah who died while not associating
partners with Allah.”

The early polytheists believed that Allah was
their Lord, Creator, and Provider. However, they
clung to the prophets, pious slaves, angels, trees,
stones, and the like, hoping for their intercession
with Allah and that they would draw them closer to
Him, as mentioned in the previous verses. Allah
Almighty did not excuse them for that; rather, He
denounced them in His Great Book, named them as
disbelievers and polytheists, and He proved them
liars in their claim that these gods intercede for
them and bring them closer to Allah Almighty. The
Messenger of Allah (¥) did not excuse them either;
instead, he fought them for this polytheism so that
they would dedicate worship solely to Allah,
following His Almighty saying:
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{Fight them until there is no more persecution
and the religion is only for Allah..} [Surat al-
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Bagarah: 193] And the Messenger of Allah () said:
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"I have been commanded to fight the people
until they testify that there is no god but Allah and
that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,
establish prayer, and pay Zakah; if they do so, they
protect their blood and property from me, except
through the right of Islam; and their reckoning is

with Allah." The meaning of the Prophet's
statement:
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"until they testify that there is no true god
except Allah"; i.e., so that they devote worship to
Allah alone, excluding all others besides Him.

The polytheists used to fear the jinn and seek
refuge with them, so Allah Almighty revealed His
statement about that:
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{And there were some men who used to seek
refuge with some jinn, but they only increased them
in burden.} [Surat al-Jinn: 6] The scholars of

exegesis commented on this noble verse: The
meaning of His statement:
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{..but they only increased them in burden.} i.e,,
panic and fear; for the jinn become arrogant and
prideful when they see humans seeking refuge with
them, and thus they increase in frightening and
terrifying them, so that they may increase in their
worship and seeking refuge with them.

Allah Almighty has compensated the Muslims
with seeking refuge with Him, Exalted be He, and
with His perfect Words, and revealed in this regard
His statement:

{If you are tempted by Satan, seek refuge with
Allah, for He is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.} [Surat al-
A'raf: 200] Allah Almighty also says:

{Say, “l seek refuge with the Lord of the
daybreak,”} And the Prophet (¥) is authentically
reported to have said:
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"Whoever alights somewhere and then says:
'A'udhu bi kalimatillah at-tammati min sharri ma
khalaq (I seek refuge in the perfect words of Allah
from the evil of what He has created),' nothing will
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harm him until he leaves that place."

From the aforementioned verses and Hadiths,
the seeker of salvation and the one desiring to
preserve his religion and safeguard himself from
polytheism, both its subtle and apparent forms,
understands that attachment to the dead, angels,
jinn, and other creatures, invoking them, seeking
refuge in them, and the like, are practices of the
polytheistic people of Jahiliyyah (the pre-Islam
period of ignorance) and among the most heinous
forms of polytheism with Allah Almighty. It is
obligatory to abandon such practices, be cautious of
them, advise others to abandon them, and
denounce those who engage in them.

As for those known among the people of these
polytheistic acts, it is not permissible to marry
them, eat their slaughtered animals, pray for them,
or pray behind them until they openly repent to
Allah Almighty from that and devote supplication
and worship to Allah alone. Supplication is
worship; rather, its essence, as the Prophet (%)
said:
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"Verily, supplication is worship." It is also

narrated in another wording that the Prophet (%)
said:
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"Supplication is the essence of worship." As for
marrying the polytheists Allah Almighty says:
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{Do not marry polytheist women until they
believe; for a believing slave woman is better than
a free polytheist, even though she may attract you.
And do not give your women in marriage to
polytheist men until they believe, for a believing
slave is better than a free polytheist, even though
he may attract you. They invite to the Fire, while
Allah invites to Paradise and to forgiveness by His
grace, and He makes His verses clear to people so
that they may take heed.} [Surat al-Bagarah: 221]
Allah Almighty forbade Muslims from marrying
polytheist women—those who worship idols, jinn,
angels, and others—until they sincerely dedicate
their worship to Allah alone, affirm the truth of the
Messenger (3) in what he brought, and follow his
path. He also forbade giving Muslim women in
marriage to polytheist men until they sincerely
dedicate their worship to Allah alone, affirm the
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truth of the Messenger (%), and follow him.

Allah  Almighty informs that a believing
bondwoman is better than a free polytheist woman,
even if her beauty and eloquence captivate those
who see and hear her. Similarly, a believing slave is
better than a free polytheist man, even if his good
look, eloquence, courage, and other qualities
impress those who observe and listen to him. Then,
He Almighty clarifies the reasons for this
preference by His saying:
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{Those invite to the Fire...} [Surat al-Bagarah:
221] He means by that: the polytheists, both men
and women, for they are the callers to the Fire
through their words, deeds, conduct, and morals. As
for the believing men and women, they are the
callers to Paradise through their morals, deeds, and
conduct. How can these be equal to those?!

As for praying over the polytheists, Allah
Almighty says regarding the hypocrites:
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{Never offer the funeral prayer for any of them
who dies, nor stand by his grave, for they have

disbelieved in Allah and His Messenger, and died as
evildoers.} [Surat at-Tawbah: 84] In this noble
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verse, Allah Almighty clarifies that neither the
hypocrite nor the disbeliever is to be offered
funeral prayers due to their disbelief in Allah and
His Messenger. Similarly, prayers are not to be
performed behind them, nor are they to be
appointed as leaders for the Muslims, due to their
disbelief, lack of trustworthiness, and the great
enmity between them and the Muslims. They are
not among the people of prayer and worship, for
disbelief and polytheism nullify all deeds. We ask
Allah for protection from that. As for eating the
slaughtered animals of the polytheists, Allah
Almighty clarifies the prohibition of carrion and the
slaughtered animals of polytheists in His saying:
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{Do not eat of that [meat] over which the name
of Allah is not mentioned, for this is a grave
disobedience. But the devils whisper to their
[human] friends to argue with you; if you were to
obey them, you would surely become polytheists.}
[Surat al-An‘am: 121] Allah Almighty forbade
Muslims from eating carrion and the slaughtered
animals of polytheists, for they are impure, and
their slaughtered animals are considered as
carrion, even if Allah's Name is mentioned over
them. This is because their invocation is invalid and
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has no effect, as it is an act of worship, and
polytheism nullifies and voids worship until the
polytheist repents to Allah Almighty. Allah
Almighty permitted the food of the People of the
Book in His saying:
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{...As the food of the people of the Book is lawful
to you, and your food is lawful to them...} [Surat al-
Ma'idah: 5] Because they claim adherence to a
divine religion and assert that they are followers of
Moses (Musa) and Jesus (‘Isa), even though they are
lying in this claim, Allah has abrogated and nullified
their religion by sending Muhammad (%) to all of
mankind. However, Allah Almighty has permitted
us the food and women of the People of the Book
for profound wisdom and deliberate purposes, as
clarified by the scholars. This is contrary to the
polytheists who worship idols and the dead,
whether prophets, pious slaves, or others, for their
religion has no foundation and no semblance of
truth; rather, it is false from its very foundation.
Thus, the slaughtered animal of its adherents is
considered carrion, and it is not permissible to
consume.

As for a person saying to another: "A jinn has
afflicted you," "A jinn has taken you," "A devil has
carried you away," and similar expressions, this
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falls under the category of insult and abuse, which
is not permissible among Muslims, just like other
forms of insult and abuse. This is not considered
polytheism unless the speaker believes that the jinn
act upon people without the permission and will of
Allah. Whoever believes this about the jinn or other
creatures is a disbeliever due to this belief, for Allah
Almighty is the Owner of everything, the All-
Powerful over all things, the Benefactor and the
Harmer. Nothing exists except by His permission,
will, and prior decree. He Almighty commanded His
Prophet () to inform the people of this great
principle:
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{Say, “I have no power to benefit or harm myself,
except what Allah wills. If I had knowledge of the
unseen, | would have acquired much good, and no
evil would have touched me. I am only a warner and
bearer of glad tidings for people who believe.”}
[Surat al-A‘raf: 188] If the Master of the creation
and the best of them (%) cannot bring benefit or
harm to himself except what Allah wills, then what
about others among the creation?! And there are
many verses with this meaning.

As for asking fortunetellers, charlatans,
astrologers, and their likes, who claim to provide
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information about the unseen, it is an evil act that is
not permissible, and believing them is even more
severe and reprehensible, as it is a branch of
disbelief, for the Prophet (¥) said:

"Whoever goes to a diviner and asks him about
something, his prayer will not be accepted for forty
days." [Narrated by Muslim in his Sahth Collection]
In his Sahih Collection, also, Mu‘awiyah ibn al-
Hakam as-Sulami (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported:
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"The Prophet (¥) prohibited going to
soothsayers and asking them."

The scholars of Sunan reported that the Prophet
(#) said:
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"Whoever goes to a soothsayer and believes
what he says has disbelieved in what was revealed
to Muhammad (¥)." The Hadiths in this regard are
numerous. It is incumbent upon Muslims to beware
of asking soothsayers, diviners, and all other
charlatans who engage in foretelling the unseen
and deceiving Muslims, whether under the guise of
medicine or otherwise, due to the Prophet (¥)
prohibiting and warning against such practices. In
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this context, it includes what some people claim
under the guise of medicine, concerning unseen
matters, such as smelling the turban of a male
patient or the headscarf of a female patient, and
then declare that this patient has done such and
such, or has engaged in such and such, from the
unseen matters for which there is no indication in
the patient's turban or similar items. The intent
behind this is to deceive the general public, so they
may say: He is knowledgeable in medicine, and the
types of illnesses and their causes. He may even
give them some medications, and perhaps, by
Allah's decree, it coincides with a cure, leading
them to believe it was due to his medicine. The
illness may be caused by some jinn and devils who
serve that claimant of medicine, informing him of
some unseen matters they have access to. He relies
on this and pleases the jinn and devils with acts of
worship that suit them, so they withdraw from the
patient and cease the harm they used to inflict upon
him. This is something well-known about the jinn
and devils and those who employ them.

It is also incumbent upon Muslims to beware of
such practices, to advise one another to abandon
them, and to rely upon Allah Almighty, placing their
trustin Him in all matters. There is no harm in using
the lawful Ruqyah (faith healing) and permissible
medications, and seeking treatment from doctors
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who examine patients and ascertain their illness
through tangible and rational means. It has been
authentically reported from the Prophet (%) that he
said:
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"Allah has not sent down a disease without
sending down its cure, regardless of the fact that
some may know it and others may not." The
Prophet (¥) also said:
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“Every disease has a cure, and when the cure

meets the disease, it heals by the permission of
Allah.” And the Prophet (¥) said:
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"0 servants of Allah, seek treatment and do not
seek treatment by something prohibited." The
Hadiths in this regard are numerous.

We implore Allah Almighty to reform the
conditions of all Muslims, heal their hearts and
bodies from every harm, unite them upon guidance,
and protect us and them from the misleading trials
and the obedience to Satan and his allies. Indeed, He
is Competent over all things, and there is no power
or strength except through Allah, the Most High, the
Most Majestic.

78




May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His
slave and Messenger, our Prophet Muhammad, and
his family and Companions.

*k*k
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The Fourth Treatise:

The Ruling of Worship Through Innovative
and Polytheistic Adhkar

From ‘Abdul-‘Aziz bin ‘Abdullah ibn Baz to the
esteemed brother (... ), may Allah grant him
success in all that is good, Amen.

May Allah's peace, mercy, and blessings be upon
you.

To proceed: Your esteemed letter has reached
me—may Allah let you reach His guidance—and it
included the information that there are people in
your country adhering to invocations for which
Allah has sent down no authority, some of which
are innovative and some polytheistic, and they
attribute them to the Commander of the Faithful,
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him),
and others. They recite these regular supplications
in gatherings of Dhikr (remembrance of Allah) or in
mosques after the Maghrib prayer, claiming that it
is a means of drawing closer to Allah, as in their
saying: "By the right of Allah, O men of Allah, help
us with the help of Allah, and be our aid by Allah.”
They also say: "O spiritual poles, O masters,
respond to us, O those who provide aid among us,
intercede with Allah for us. This is your servant
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standing, lingering at your door, fearful of his
shortcomings. Help us, O Messenger of Allah, for I
have no one else to turn to, and from you the
request is fulfilled. You are the people of Allah, by
Hamzah, the leader of martyrs, and from you is our
support. Help us, O Messenger of Allah." And like
their saying: "O Allah, bestow Your peace upon the
one You have made a cause for the unveiling of Your
majestic secrets and a source for the emanation of
Your merciful lights, who became a deputy of the
divine presence and a successor of Your intrinsic
secrets.”

Your request for clarification on what
constitutes Bid‘ah (religious innovation) and what
amounts to Shirk (polytheism), and whether it is
valid to pray behind an Imam who makes such
supplications—all of this was known?

The answer: All praise is due to Allah alone. May
the peace and blessings of Allah be upon the one
after whom there is no prophet, and upon his family
and Companions, and those who are guided by his
guidance until the Day of Judgment.

To proceed: Know—may Allah grant you
success—that Allah Almighty created the creatures
and sent the messengers (peace be upon them) to
be worshiped alone, with no partner, excluding all
else, as He Almighty says:
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{I have not created the jinn and mankind except
to worship Me.} [Surat adh-Dhariyat: 56]

The worship—as previously explained—is
obedience to Allah Almighty and His Messenger
Muhammad (), by performing what Allah and His
Messenger have commanded and abstaining from
what Allah and His Messenger have prohibited,
with Iman (faith) in Allah and His Messenger,
sincerity for Allah in acts, utmost love for Allah, and
complete humility to Him alone, as He Almighty
says:
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{Your Lord has ordained that you worship none
but Him...} [Surat al-Isra’: 23] i.e., He commanded
and enjoined that He alone be worshiped. And Allah
Almighty says:
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{All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds,

the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful,

Master of the Day of Judgment.

You alone we worship, and You alone we ask for
help. [Surat al-Fatihah: 2-5] Allah Almighty has
made clear through these verses that He alone is
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worthy of worship and He alone is to be sought for
help. Allah Almighty says:
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{Indeed, We have sent down to you [O Prophet]
the Book with the truth, so worship Allah with
sincere devotion to Him.

Indeed, sincere devotion is due to Allah alone...}
[Surat az-Zumar: 2-3] And Allah Almighty says:
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{So call upon Allah with sincere devotion to Him,

even if the disbelievers may dislike it.} [Surat
Ghafir: 14] And Allah Almighty says:
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{The mosques are for Allah alone, so do not
supplicate anyone along with Allah.} [Surat al-Jinn
18] The verses in this regard are numerous, and all
of them indicate the obligation of dedicating
worship solely to Allah.

It is known that supplication in its various forms
is an act of worship, and thus no one should
supplicate except to his Lord, nor seek help or relief
except from Him, following these noble verses and
what is similar in meaning. This excludes ordinary
matters and tangible causes, which a living and
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present creature is capable of handling. These do
not constitute acts of worship. Rather, it is
permissible by the text and consensus for a person
to seek assistance from a capable living person in
ordinary matters within his ability, such as seeking
his help or relief in warding off the harm of his child,
servant, or dog, and the like. It is permissible for a
person to seek assistance from a capable living and
present person, or an absent one, through tangible
means such as correspondence and the like, in
building his house, repairing his car, or similar
matters. Also among these is a person seeking relief
from his companions in Jihad and warfare, and
similar matters. In this regard, Allah Almighty
states in the story of Moses (Miisa) (peace be upon
him):
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{The one from his own people called him for
help against his enemy...} [Surat al-Qasas: 15]

As for seeking relief from the dead, jinn, angels,
trees, and stones, this constitutes major Shirk and
is akin to the practices of the early polytheists with
their deities, such as Al-‘Uzza, Al-Lat, and others.
This also applies to seeking help and assistance
from those believed to possess a special status of
piety among the living in matters that only Allah
Almighty can accomplish, such as healing the sick,
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guiding hearts, admission to Paradise, salvation
from Hellfire, and the like.

The preceding verses and those of similar
meaning from the verses and Hadiths all indicate
the obligation of directing hearts towards Allah
Almighty in all matters and dedicating worship
solely to Him, for the servants were created for this
purpose and commanded to do so—as mentioned
in the previous verses—and as in His saying:
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{Worship Allah and do not associate any
partners with Him...} [Surat an-Nisa: 36] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{although they were commanded only to
worship Allah with sincere devotion to Him...}
[Surat al-Bayyinah: 5] And the Prophet’s statement
in the Hadith of Mu‘adh (may Allah be pleased with
him):
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"The right of Allah upon the servants is that they
worship Him and associate nothing with Him." [Its
authenticity is agreed upon] The saying of the
Prophet (¥) in the Hadith of Ibn Mas‘ad (may Allah
be pleased with him):
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"Whoever dies while invoking a rival to Allah
will enter the Fire." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari] In the
Two Sahih Collections, Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be
pleased with him and his father) reported that
when the Prophet (¥) dispatched Mu‘adh to Yemen,
he said to him:

N14) Y 51868 ) 4,235 6 JF i e Jaf i gl atp
)
"You are going to a people of the Scripture, so let
the first thing to which you invite them be the

testimony that there is none worthy of worship
except Allah." In another version:
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“Invite them to the testimony that there is no
god worthy of worship except Allah, and that [ am

the Messenger of Allah.” The wording of another
narration of Al-Bukhari reads:
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“Let the first thing to which you invite them be
that they affirm the Oneness of Allah.” In the Sahih
Muslim Collection, Tariq ibn Ashim al-Ashja‘i (may
Allah be pleased with him) reported that the
Prophet (¥) said:
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“Whoever says ‘there is no god but Allah’ and
disbelieves in everything worshiped besides Allah,
his property and blood become inviolable, and his
reckoning will be with Allah Almighty.” The Hadiths
in this regard are numerous.

This Tawhid (monotheism) is the foundation of
the religion of Islam, the basis of the creed, the
pinnacle of the matter, and the most important of
obligations. It is the wisdom behind the creation of
the jinn and humankind, and the wisdom behind
sending all the messengers (peace be upon them),
as indicated by the preceding verses, including His
Almighty saying:
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{I have not created the jinn and mankind except

to worship Me.} [Surat adh-Dhariyat: 56] Further
evidence of this is His saying:
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{Indeed, We sent to every community a
messenger, [saying], “Worship Allah and shun false

gods...”} [Surat an-Nahl: 36] Allah Almighty also
says:
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{“We never sent before you [0 Prophet] any
messenger without revealing to him that none has
the right to be worshiped except Me, so worship
Me.”} [Surat al-Anbiya”: 25] Allah Almighty says
about Noah (Niih), Hid (Heber), Salih, and Shu‘ayb
(Jethro) (peace be upon them) that they told their
people:
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{Worship Allah; you have no god other than
Him.} [Surat al-A‘raf: 59] This is the call of all the
messengers, as indicated by the aforementioned
verses, and even the adversaries of the messengers
acknowledged that the messengers commanded
them to devote worship to Allah alone and
renounce the deities worshiped besides Him. Allah
Almighty mentions in the story of ‘Ad that they said
to Hud (peace be upon him):
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{Have you come to tell us that we should
worship Allah alone and abandon what our
forefathers used to worship?} [Surat al-A‘raf: 70]
Allah Almighty also mentions that the Quraysh—
when our Prophet Muhammad (3) called them to
devote worship to Allah alone and abandon what
they worshiped besides Him, such as angels, pious
believers, idols, trees, and other things—said:
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{"Has he made all gods into one God? Indeed,

this is something strange!"} [Surat Sad: 5] And Allah
Almighty says about them:
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{for whenever it was said to them, “None has the
right to be worshiped except Allah,” they became
arrogant,

and said, “Are we going to abandon our gods for
a mad poet?”} [Surat as-Saffat: 35-36] The verses
indicating this meaning are numerous.

From the verses and Hadiths we mentioned, it
becomes clear to you—may Allah grant you and me
understanding in religion and insight into the rights
of the Lord of the worlds—that these supplications
and types of seeking help, which you have detailed
in your question, all constitute forms of major
Shirk. This is because they involve worship of other
than Allah Almighty and requests from the dead
and absent ones regarding matters that only He can
fulfill. This is more reprehensible than the Shirk of
the earlier generations, for they only associated
partners with Allah Almighty in times of ease.
However, in times of hardship, they devoted their
worship sincerely to Allah, knowing that He
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Almighty is the only One Capable of delivering them
from distress, as He Almighty states in His clear
Book about those polytheists:
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{When they board a ship, they supplicate Allah,

devoting their faith sincerely to Him. But as soon as

He rescues them to the land, they associate

partners with Him,} [Surat al-‘Ankabiit: 65] Allah

Almighty also addresses them in another verse:
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{When hardship strikes you at sea, you forget all
those whom you invoke besides Him. Then when
He brings you safe to the land, you turn away.
Mankind is ever ungrateful.} [Surat al-Isra’: 67]

If one of these latter-day polytheists were to say:
We do not intend that those beings benefit us by
themselves, heal our sick by themselves, or harm us
by themselves; rather, we seek their intercession
with Allah Almighty in these matters?

The answer is to say to him: This was indeed the
very intention and purpose of the early
disbelievers. Their intention was not that their gods
could create, provide, benefit, or harm by
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themselves, as this is refuted by what Allah
Almighty mentioned about them in the Qur’an, and
that they sought their intercession and status, and
to bring them closer to Allah; He Almighty says:
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{They worship besides Allah those who can
neither harm nor benefit them, saying, “These are
our intercessors with Allah..”} [Surat Yunus: 18]
Responding to them, Allah Almighty says:
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{Say, “Do you inform Allah of what He does not
know in the heavens or on the earth? Glorified and
Exalted is He far above what they associate [with
Him|!"} [Surat Yunus: 18] He Almighty makes it
clear that there is no intercessor with Him in the
heavens or on earth in the manner intended by the
polytheists, and that which Allah Almighty does not
know to exist, does not really exist; for indeed there
is nothing hidden from Him. And Allah Almighty
says:
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{The revelation of this Book is from Allah, the
All-Mighty, the All-Wise.

Indeed, We have sent down to you [O Prophet]
the Book with the truth, so worship Allah with
sincere devotion to Him.

Indeed, sincere devotion is due to Allah alone.
As for those who take others as guardians besides
Him, [saying], “We only worship them so that they
may bring us closer to Allah.” Allah will judge
between them concerning that over which they
differ. Allah does not guide anyone who is a liar and
a persistent disbeliever.} [Surat az-Zumar: 1-3]

The meaning of religion here is worship, which
is: obedience to Allah Almighty and His Messenger
(¥), as previously mentioned. It includes
supplication, seeking relief, fear and hope, sacrifice
and vows, as well as prayer, fasting, and other acts
commanded by Allah and His Messenger. So, Allah
Almighty makes clear that worship is to be directed
to Him alone, and it is incumbent upon His servants
to dedicate it sincerely to Him, Exalted be He.
Indeed, His command to the Prophet (¥) to devote
worship sincerely to Him is a command to all
members of this Ummah.

Then, Allah Almighty further clarified regarding
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the disbelievers, saying:
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{As for those who take others as guardians

besides Him, [saying], “We only worship them so

that they may bring us closer to Allah.”} [Surat az-

Zumar: 3] Allah Almighty responded to them,
saying:
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{Allah will judge between them concerning that
over which they differ. Allah does not guide anyone
who is a liar and a persistent disbeliever.} [Surat az-
Zumar: 3] Allah Almighty informed in this noble
verse that the disbelievers did not worship the
pious believers besides Him except to bring them
closer to Allah. This has been the intent of the
disbelievers both in the past and present, and Allah
Almighty nullifies that by His saying:
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{Allah will judge between them concerning that
over which they differ. Allah does not guide anyone
who is a liar and a persistent disbeliever.} [Surat az-

Zumar: 3] Allah Almighty clarifies their falsehood in
claiming that their gods bring them closer to Him
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and their disbelief due to the worship they directed
towards them. Thus, anyone with the slightest
discernment knows that the disbelief of the early
disbelievers was due to their taking prophets, pious
believers, trees, stones, and other created beings as
intercessors between them and Allah. And their
belief that they fulfill their needs without His
permission and approval, Glorified and Exalted be
He, is akin to ministers interceding with kings. They
have compared Allah Almighty to kings and leaders.
They said: Just as someone who has some need
from a king or a leader seeks intercession through
his close associates and ministers; likewise, we
draw near to Allah Almighty by worshiping His
prophets and pious slaves. This is among the worst
types of falsehood, for He Almighty has no likeness,
nor can He be compared to His creation. No one can
intercede with Him except by His permission for
intercession, and He grants permission only to the
people of Tawhid. He Almighty is Competent over
all things, All-Knowing of everything, and the Most
Merciful of the merciful, and He fears no one and
dreads none, for He Almighty is the Vanquisher
over His servants, and He disposes of them as He
wills. Unlike kings and leaders, who are not capable
of everything, and therefore they need those who
assist them in what they may be unable to do—
from their ministers, close associates, and soldiers.
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The kings also need to be informed of the needs of
the needy that they do not know, and thus require
those who can appeal to them and seek their favor
from among their ministers and close associates.
However, the Almighty Lord is Self-Sufficient
beyond any need for His creation, and He is more
Merciful to them than their own mothers. He is the
Just Ruler, placing things in their proper places
according to His wisdom, knowledge, and power.
Thus, it is impermissible to compare Him to His
creation in any way. In His Book, He Almighty
clarifies that the polytheists acknowledged that He
is the Creator, the Provider, the One Who manages
affairs, and that He is the One Who responds to the
distressed, removes harm, gives life, and causes
death, among other actions of Him, Glorified be He.
The dispute between the polytheists and the
messengers was indeed over the sincerity of
worship to Allah alone, as He Almighty says:
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{If you ask them who created them, they will

surely say, “Allah.”} [Surat az-Zukhruf: 87] And
Allah Almighty says:
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{Say, “Who provides for you from the heaven
and earth? Or who owns [your] hearing and sight?
Who brings forth the living from the dead and the
dead from the living? Who controls all things?”
They will say, “Allah.” Say, “Do you not then fear
Him?} [Surat Yunus: 31] The verses in this regard
are numerous.

The previously mentioned verses indicate that
the dispute between the messengers and their
communities was solely about the sincerity of
worship to Allah alone, such as His Almighty saying:
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{Indeed, We sent to every community a
messenger, [saying], “Worship Allah and shun false
gods..”} [Surat an-Nahl: 36] And other similar
verses. Allah Almighty clarifies in numerous places
in His Noble Book the matter of intercession; He

Almighty says:
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{Who is there that can intercede with Him

except with His permission?} [Surat al-Baqarah:
255] Allah Almighty also says:
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{How many angels there are in the heavens
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whose intercession will be of no avail except after
Allah’s permission to whom He wills and pleases.}
[Surat an-Najm: 26]

And Allah Almighty describes the angels, saying:
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{..They cannot intercede except for whom He
pleases, and they are fearful in awe of Him.} [Surat
al-Anbiya’: 28]

Allah Almighty informs that He does not approve
of disbelief from His slaves, but rather approves of

gratitude, which is to affirm His Oneness and act in
obedience to Him. He Almighty says:
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{Ifyou disbelieve, then Allah is in no need of you,
but He does not approve of disbelief for His slaves.
If you are grateful, He approves that for you...}
[Surat az-Zumar: 7]

Al-Bukhari narrated in his Sahih Collection from
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) that
he said: “O Messenger of Allah, who are the luckiest
people to have your intercession?” He said:
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"Whoever says: 'La ilaha illa Allah (there is no
god but Allah)' sincerely from his heart." Or he said:
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"from his soul."

In the Sahih Collection, Anas (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (¥)
said:
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"Every prophet had an invocation that was
readily answered, and every prophet hastened his
invocation; whereas, I have reserved my invocation
as an intercession for my Ummah on the Day of
Judgment. It will be granted, Allah Willing, to those
of my Ummah who died without associating
partners with Allah." The Hadiths in this regard are
numerous.

All the verses and Hadiths we have mentioned
indicate that worship is the exclusive right of Allah
Almighty alone, and it is not permissible to direct
any of it to other than Allah, neither to the prophets
nor to anyone else; and that intercession belongs to
Allah, Glorified is He, as He Almighty says:
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{Say, “All intercession belongs to Allah alone...}

[Surat az-Zumar: 44] No one is worthy of it except
after His permission for the intercessor and His
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approval of the one for whom intercession is made.
And He Almighty is pleased only with Tawhid, as
previously mentioned. Accordingly, the polytheists
have no share in intercession, as Allah Almighty
clarifies in His saying:
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{So the intercession of intercessors will not
benefit them.} [Surat al-Muddaththir: 48] And Allah
Almighty says:

{The wrongdoers will have no close friend or
intercessor whose word may be heeded.} [Surat
Ghafir: 18]

It is known that wrongdoing, when mentioned

unconditionally, refers to associating partners with
Allah, as Allah Almighty says:
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{And it is the disbelievers who are the

wrongdoers.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 254] And Allah
Almighty says:

{Indeed, associating partners with Allah is the
worst wrongdoing.} [Surat Lugman: 13]

As for what you mentioned in the question
regarding the statement of some Sufis in mosques

99




and elsewhere: O Allah, bestow Your peace upon
the one You have made a cause for the unveiling of
Your majestic secrets and a source for the
emanation of Your merciful lights, who became a
deputy of the divine presence and a successor of
Your intrinsic secrets, etc.

The answer: It should be said that this statement
and its likes are part of the affectation and
extremism that our Prophet Muhammad (%)
warned against, as narrated by Muslim in the Sahih
Collection from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td (may Allah be
pleased with him), who reported that the
Messenger of Allah (%) said:
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"Ruined are the extremists!" He said it thrice.

Imam Al-Khattabi (may Allah have mercy upon
him) said: Extremist: one who delves deeply into
something, overburdening himself with its
investigation; akin to the ways of the theologians
who engage in matters that do not concern them
and delve into what their intellects cannot grasp.

Abu as-Sa‘adat Ibn al-Athir said: "They are those
who delve deeply and exaggerate in speech,
speaking from the depths of their throats. It is
derived from 'nat’,’ which is the palate (the top part
of the inside of the mouth). Then, it came to be used
for all types of deep involvement in words and

100




actions."

What these two Imams, who are among the
leading scholars of language, have mentioned
makes it clear to you and to anyone with the
slightest insight that this manner of invoking
Allah's peace and blessings upon our Prophet and
our Master, the Messenger of Allah (¥), is part of
the affectation and excessive practices that are
prohibited. The prescribed course of action for a
Muslim in this regard is to seek the manner
authentically reported from the Messenger of Allah
(¥) regarding the invocation of Allah's peace and
blessings upon him. There is sufficiency in that
without resorting to other means.

Among these is what was narrated by Al-Bukhari
and Muslim in their Sahih Collections from Ka‘b ibn
‘Ujrah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the
Companions (may Allah be pleased with them)
said: “O Messenger of Allah, Allah has commanded
us to invoke blessings upon you; how should we
invoke blessings upon you7" He said'
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"Say: 'Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala al
Muhammad kama sallayta ‘ala Ibrahim wa ‘ala al
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Ibrahim, innaka hamidun majid. Allahumma barik
‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala al Muhammad kama
barakta ‘ala Ibrahim wa ‘ala al Ibrahim, innaka
hamidun majid (O Allah, bestow Your peace upon
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad as You
bestowed Your peace upon Abraham and the family
of Abraham. Indeed, You are Praiseworthy and
Glorious. O Allah, bless Muhammad and the family
of Muhammad as You blessed Abraham and the
family of Abraham. Indeed, You are Praiseworthy
and Glorious."

In the Two Sahih Collections, Abu Humayd al-
Sa‘idi (may Allah be pleased with him) reported:
They said: “O Messenger of Allah, how should we
invoke blessings upon you?” He said:
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"Say: 'Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala
azwajihi wa dhurriyatihi kama sallayta ‘ala ali
Ibrahim, wa barik ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala azwajihi
wa dhurriyatihi kama barakta ‘ala ali Ibrahim,
innaka hamidun majid (O Allah, bestow Your peace
upon Muhammad, his wives, and his offspring as
You have bestowed Your peace upon the family of
Abraham, and bless Muhammad, his wives, and his
offspring as You have blessed the family of
Abraham. Indeed, You are Praiseworthy and
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Glorious).
In Sahih Muslim Collection, Abu Mas‘ud al-
Ansari (may Allah be pleased with him) reported:
Bashir ibn Sa‘d said: “O Messenger of Allah, Allah
has commanded us to invoke blessings upon you, so
how should we do that?” He kept silent, then said:
355 el T Je elo WS 022 0T 05 222 e Jotilia b
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“Say: 'Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala
ali Muhammadin kama sallayta ‘ala ali Ibrahim, wa
barik ‘ala Muhammadin wa ‘ala ali Muhammad
kama barakta ‘ala ali Ibrahima fil-‘alamin, innaka
hamidun majid’ (O Allah, bestow Your peace upon
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad as You
bestowed Your peace upon the family of Abraham.
And bless Muhammad and the family of
Muhammad as You blessed the family of Abraham.
Indeed, You are Praiseworthy and Glorious). And
the greeting is as you have learned.”

These expressions and their likes, as well as
others that have been authentically reported from
the Prophet (%), are what a Muslim should use in
invoking Allah's peace and blessings upon the
Messenger of Allah (¥). This is because the
Messenger (%) is the most knowledgeable of people
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regarding what is appropriate to be used in his
regard, just as he is the most knowledgeable of
people regarding the expressions that should be
used about his Lord.

As for the contrived and newly invented
expressions, and those words that may imply
incorrect meanings, such as the terms mentioned in
the question, they should not be used due to their
artificiality and the possibility of being interpreted
with false meanings. Moreover, they contradict the
words chosen by the Messenger of Allah (%) and
guided his Ummah to use. He is the most
knowledgeable and sincere of all people and the
furthest from affectation. May the best of prayers
and peace from his Lord be upon him.

I hope that what we have mentioned of the
proofs in clarifying the reality of Tawhid, the reality
of Shirk, and the distinction between the practices
of the early polytheists and the later polytheists in
this regard, and in explaining the prescribed
manner of invoking Allah's blessings upon the
Messenger of Allah (¥), is sufficient and convincing
for the seeker of truth. The one who has no desire
to know the truth is merely following his own
desires, as Allah Almighty says:
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{But if they do not respond to you, then know
that they only follow their desires. Who is more
astray than one who follows his desire without any
guidance from Allah? Indeed, Allah does not guide
the wrongdoing people.} [Surat al-Qasas: 50]

Allah Almighty clarified in this noble verse that
people, concerning the guidance and true religion
with which Allah sent His Prophet Muhammad (%),
fall into two categories:

The first: Compliant to Allah and His Messenger.

The second: Following one's desires. Then, Allah
Almighty informs us that no one is more astray than
the one who follows his desires without guidance
from Allah.

We ask Allah Almighty for protection from
following desires, and to make us, you, and all our
fellow Muslims among those who respond to Allah
and His Messenger (%), and who revere His
Shariah, and who are cautious of all that contradicts
His Shariah, from religious innovations and whims.
Indeed, He is Most Bounteous and Most Generous.

And may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His
slave and Messenger, our Prophet Muhammad, and
his family and Companions, and those who follow

him with righteousness until the Day of Judgment.
**k*k
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The Fifth Treatise:

Ruling on Celebrating the Mawlid
(birthday) of the Prophet and Other Similar
Celebrations

Praise be to Allah, and may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah, his
family, his Companions, and those who are guided
by his guidance.

To proceed: The question has been frequently
asked by many regarding the ruling on Celebrating
the Mawlid (birthday) of the Prophet (%), standing
for him during it, offering salutations upon him, and
other practices performed during such
celebrations.

The answer: It is not permissible to celebrate the
birthday of the Messenger (%) or any other such
occasion, as this is among the innovations
introduced into the religion. The Messenger (¥) did
not do it, nor did his rightly-guided Caliphs, nor any
of the Companions (may Allah be pleased with
them), nor those who followed them with
righteousness in the virtuous generations. They
were the most knowledgeable of people regarding
the Sunnah, the most complete in their love for the
Messenger of Allah (¥), and the most adherent to
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his Shariah than those who came after them. Allah
Almighty says in His clear Book:
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{Whatever the Messenger gives you, accept it,

and whatever he forbids you, refrain from it.}
[Surat al-Hashr: 7] Allah Almighty also says:
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{So let those who disobey his command beware
lest some trial may afflict them or they may be
afflicted with a painful punishment.} [Surat an-Nur:
63] Allah Almighty also says
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{Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah you have an
excellent example for those who look forward to

Allah and the Last Day, and remember Allah much.}
[Surat al-Ahzab: 21] And Allah Almighty says:
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{As for the first forerunners of the Emigrants
and the Helpers, and those who followed them in
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righteous deeds, Allah is pleased with them, and
they are pleased with Him. He has prepared for
them gardens under which rivers flow, abiding
therein forever. That is the supreme triumph.}
[Surat at-Tawbah: 100] And Allah Almighty says:
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{Today I have perfected your religion for you,
completed My favor upon you, and have chosen
[slam as your religion.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 3] The

verses in this regard are numerous. It is
authentically reported that the Prophet (£) said:
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“Whoever introduces something into this
matter of ours that is not part of it will have it
rejected.” i.e., it will not be accepted from its doer.
He said in another Hadith:
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“Hold fast to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the
rightly-guided Caliphs after me. Bite onto it with
your molar teeth. Beware of newly-introduced

matters, for every newly-introduced matter is a
religious innovation, and every religious

108




innovation is misguidance.” There is a severe
warning in these two Hadiths against introducing
religious innovations and acting upon them.

The introduction of such celebrations implies
that Allah Almighty did not complete the religion
for this Ummah, and that the Messenger (¥) did not
convey what the Ummah should act upon, until
these later individuals came and introduced into
the Shariah of Allah what He did not permit,
claiming that it brings them closer to Allah
Almighty. Undoubtedly, this poses a great danger
and is an objection against Allah Almighty and His
Messenger (¥). Allah Almighty has perfected the
religion for His servants and completed His favor
upon them, and the Messenger (¥) conveyed the
clear message and did not leave any path leading to
Paradise and distancing from Hellfire except that he
clarified it to the Ummah, as established in the
authentic Hadith narrated by ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr
(may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The
Messenger of Allah (%) said:
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“Allah did not send a prophet except that it was
incumbent upon him to guide his nation to the best

of what he knows for them and to warn them of the
worst of what he knows for them.” [Narrated by
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Muslim in his Sahih Collection]

It is well-known that our Prophet (£) is the best
and the seal of the prophets, and the most complete
in conveying the message and offering sincere
advice. If celebrating birthdays were part of the
religion that Allah Almighty is pleased with, the
Messenger (¥) would have clarified it to the
Ummabh, practiced it during his lifetime, or his
Companions (may Allah be pleased with them)
would have done so. Since none of this occurred, it
is understood that it is not part of Islam in any way.
Rather, it is one of the religious innovations against
which the Messenger (¥) warned his Ummah, as
mentioned in the Hadiths. There are numerous
verses and Hadiths in this regard.

A group of scholars explicitly denounced the
celebration of the Prophet’s birthday and warned
against it, based on the aforementioned evidences
and others. However, some later scholars differed,
permitting it as long as it does not involve any
prohibited acts, such as excessive veneration of the
Messenger of Allah (¥), the mixing of men and
women, the use of musical instruments, and other
matters that are denounced by the purified Shariah.
They assumed it to be a good innovation.

The Shar'i rule is: To refer matters concerning
which the people dispute to the Book of Allah and
the Sunnah of His Messenger Muhammad (%), as
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Allah Almighty says:
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{O you who believe, obey Allah and obey the
Messenger, and those of you who are in authority.
If you disagree over anything, refer it to Allah and
the Messenger, if you believe in Allah and the Last
Day; that is better and more commendable in the
end.} [Surat an-Nisa’: 59] And Allah Almighty says:
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{Whatever you may differ about, it is for Allah to
judge...} [Surat ash-Shura: 10]

We have referred this issue, which is the
celebration of Mawlids, back to the Book of Allah
Almighty and found that it enjoins us to follow the
Messenger (%) in what he brought and warns us
against what he prohibited. It informs us that Allah
Almighty has perfected the religion for this Ummabh,
and this celebration is not among what the
Messenger (%) brought; thus, it is not part of the
religion that Allah Almighty has perfected for us
and commanded us to follow the Messenger (¥) in.

We have also referred this matter back to the
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (¥) and did not
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find that he practiced it, nor did he command it, nor
did his Companions (may Allah be pleased with
them) practice it. Thus, we understood that it is not
part of the religion; rather, it is one of the newly
introduced innovations and imitation of the People
of the Book, the Jews and Christians, on their festive
occasions.

Thus, it becomes clear to anyone with the
slightest insight and desire for the truth and
fairness in seeking it, that celebrating Birthdays is
not part of the religion of Islam. Rather, it is among
the newly introduced innovations, which Allah
Almighty and His Messenger (¥) commanded to
abandon and be wary of. It is not befitting for the
wise to be deceived by the multitude of people who
engage in it across various regions, for the truth is
not recognized by the number of its practitioners,
but rather by the Shari evidences, as Allah
Almighty says regarding the Jews and Christians:
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{And they say, “None will enter Paradise except
a Jew or a Christian.” That is their wishful thinking.
Say, “Produce your proof, if you are truthful.”}
[Surat al-Bagarah: 111] And Allah Almighty says:
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{If you obey most of those on earth, they will
lead you away from the way of Allah...} [Surat al-
An‘am: 116]

Most of these celebrations of the Birthdays, in
addition to being a religious innovation (Bid‘ah),
are not free from other evils, such as mixing of men
and women, the use of songs and musical
instruments, the consumption of intoxicants and
drugs, and other such vices. It may involve
something even greater, which is major Shirk
(polytheism), by exaggerating the status of the
Messenger of Allah (%) or others among the Awliya’
(pious believers), by supplicating to him, seeking
relief from him, asking for his assistance, and
believing that he knows the unseen, and similar
acts of disbelief that many people engage in during
their celebrations of the birthday of the Prophet (%)
and others whom they call the pious believers. It
has been authentically reported from the
Messenger of Allah (%) that he said:
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“Beware of going to extremes in religious
matters, for those who came before you were

destroyed because of going to extremes in religious
matters.” He (%) also said:
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"Do not exaggerate in praising me as the
Christians exaggerated in praising the son of Mary,
for I am only a slave. So, call me the slave and
Messenger of Allah." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari in his
Sahih Collection; reported by ‘Umar (may Allah be
pleased with him)]

It is astonishing and strange that many people
become active and diligent in attending these
innovated celebrations, defending them, while
neglecting what Allah has obligated upon them,
such as attending the Friday prayers and
congregational prayers; yet, they do not give it any
importance, nor do they see it as a grave sin.
Undoubtedly, this stems from weak Iman (faith),
lack of insight, and the overwhelming sins and
transgressions that have covered the hearts. We
ask Allah Almighty for well-being for us and all
Muslims.

And among these is the fact that some people
think that the Messenger of Allah (¥) attends the
Mawlid; hence, they stand for him, greeting and
welcoming him. This is among the greatest
falsehoods and the most reprehensible ignorance,
for the Messenger of Allah (¥)) does not emerge
from his grave before the Day of Resurrection, nor
does he connect with any of the people, nor attend
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their gatherings. Rather, he remains in his grave
until the Day of Resurrection, and his soul is in the
highest of the high levels with his Lord in the Abode
of Honor, as Allah Almighty says:
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{Then after that you will surely die,
then on the Day of Resurrection, you will surely

be resurrected.} [Surat al-Mu'mintin: 15-16]

And the Prophet (¥) said:
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“I will be the first one for whom the grave will
be split open on the Day of Judgment, the first
intercessor, and the first one whose intercession
will be accepted.” May the best peace and blessings
from his Lord be upon him.

These two noble verses, the honorable Hadith,
and other verses and Hadiths with similar
meanings all indicate that the Prophet (¥) and
others among the deceased will only emerge from
their graves on the Day of Resurrection. This is a
matter upon which the scholars of Islam have
reached a consensus, and there is no dispute among
them regarding it. Every Muslim should be aware of
these matters and beware of the religious
innovations and superstitions introduced by the
ignorant and their likes, which Allah Almighty has
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not authorized. Allah is the One Whose help is
sought, and upon Him we rely, and there is no
power nor strength except through Him.

As for invoking Allah's peace and blessings upon
the Messenger of Allah (¥), it is among the best
means of drawing close to Allah and one of the
rlghteous deeds, as Allah Almlghty says:
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56] And
the Prophet (¥) said:
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“Whoever invokes Allah's blessings upon me
once, Allah bestows His blessings upon him ten
times.” It is permissible at all times, and confirmed
at the end of every prayer, rather obligatory
according to a group of scholars in the last
Tashahhud of every prayer. Its Sunnah is
emphasized in many instances, including after the
Adhan, upon mentioning the Prophet (¥), and on
Friday and the night that precedes it, as indicated
by numerous Hadjiths.

We ask Allah to guide us and all Muslims to
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understand His religion properly and remain
steadfast in it, and to bestow upon everyone
adherence to the Sunnah and caution against
religious innovation. Indeed, He is the Most
Generous, the Most Kind.

May Allah's peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad and his family and
Companions.

**k*
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The Sixth Treatise:

The Ruling on Celebrating the Night of Isra’

and Mi‘raj

Praise be to Allah, and may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah and his
family and Companions.

To proceed: There is no doubt that the journey
of Isra’ and Mi‘raj are among the great signs of Allah
Almighty, demonstrating the truthfulness of His
Messenger Muhammad (%) and his exalted status
with Allah Almighty. They are also among the
evidences of Allah’s astounding power and His
transcendence above all His creation. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Glory be to the One Who took His slave
[Muhammad] by night from the Sacred Mosque [in
Makkah] to the Agsa Mosque [in Jerusalem] whose
surroundings We have blessed, so that We may
show him some of Our signs. Indeed, He is the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing.} [Surat al-Isra’: 1]

It has been consistently reported from the
Messenger of Allah (¥¥) that he was taken up to the
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heavens, and its gates were opened for him until he
surpassed the seventh heaven. His Almighty Lord
spoke to him as He willed, and ordained upon him
the five prayers. Allah Almighty had initially
enjoined fifty prayers, but our Prophet Muhammad
(¥) continued to return and request a reduction
until they were made five. Thus, they are five in
obligation but fifty in reward, for each good deed is
rewarded tenfold. All praise and thanks are due to
Allah for all His blessings.

This night, during which Isra’ and Mi'raj
occurred, has not been specified in any authentic
Hadiths, neither in Rajab nor in any other month.
All reports specifying it are not established from
the Prophet (%), according to the scholars of
Hadith. Allah, in His infinite wisdom, has caused
people to forget its exact date. Even if its date were
established, it would not be permissible for
Muslims to single it out with any specific acts of
worship, nor would it be permissible for them to
celebrate it, as the Prophet (3) and his Companions
(may Allah be pleased with them) did not celebrate
it, nor did they single it out with anything. If
celebrating it were something prescribed, the
Messenger (¥) would have clarified it to the
Ummah, either through words or actions. Had
anything of that nature occurred, it would have
been known and widespread, and the Companions
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(may Allah be pleased with them) would have
conveyed it to us. They transmitted from their
Prophet (%) everything the Ummah needs, and they
did not neglect anything of the religion. Indeed,
they were the foremost in all that is good. If
celebrating this night were prescribed, they would
have been the first to do so. The Prophet (¥) is the
most sincere of people towards others, and he
conveyed the message in the best form, fulfilling the
trust. If venerating this night and celebrating it
were part of Allah's religion, the Prophet (¥8) would
not have neglected it or concealed it. Since none of
that occurred, it became known that celebrating
and venerating this night is not part of Islam. Allah
Almighty has perfected the religion for this Ummah
and completed His favor upon it, and He has
condemned those who legislate in the religion what
Allah has not permitted. He Almighty says in His
clear Book:
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{Today I have perfected your religion for you,
completed My favor upon you, and have chosen
[slam as your religion.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 3] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{Or do they have partners who have prescribed
for them a religion that is not sanctioned by Allah?
If it had not been for a prior decisive decree, the
matter would have been judged between them. And
for the wrongdoers there will surely be a painful
punishment.} [Surat ash-Shura: 21]

It has been established from the Messenger of
Allah (¥) in the authentic Hadiths: the warning
against religious innovations and the explicit
statement that they are misguidance, as a caution to
the Ummah regarding their grave danger and to
deter them from committing them. Among these is
what is reported in the Two Sahih Collections from
‘A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) that the
Prophet (%) said:
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“Whoever introduces something into this

matter of ours (religion) that is not part of it will
have it rejected.” In a version by Muslim:
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"Whoever does something that is not in
accordance with this matter of ours (religion), will
be rejected." It is narrated in Sahih Muslim

Collection from Jabir (may Allah be pleased with
him) that the Messenger of Allah (%) used to say in
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his Friday sermon:
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“To proceed, the best speech is the Book of Allah,
and the best guidance is that of Muhammad ().
The worst things are the newly introduced ones,

and every religious innovation is misguidance.” An-
Nasa’i added with a good Isnad (chain of narration):
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"and every misguidance is in the Fire." In the
Sunan Collections, it is reported from Al-‘Irbad ibn
Sariyah (may Allah be pleased with him) that he
said: The Messenger of Allah (¥8) delivered to us a
very eloquent sermon on account of which the
hearts trembled and the eyes shed tears. We said:
“O Messenger of Allah, it seems like a farewell
sermon. So, advise us.” He () said:
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"I advise you to fear Allah and listen and obey,

even if a slave is appointed as your leader. Indeed,
those of you who live after me will see much
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discord. Hold fast to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of
the rightly-guided Caliphs after me. Bite onto it with
your molar teeth. Beware of newly introduced
matters, for every newly introduced matter is a
religious innovation, and every religious
innovation is misguidance." The Hadiths in this
regard are numerous.

It has been established from the Companions of
the Messenger of Allah (¥) and the righteous
predecessors after them that they warned against
religious innovations and deterred people from
them. This is because they constitute an addition to
the religion, a legislation not sanctioned by Allah
Almighty, and an imitation of the enemies of Allah
from the Jews and Christians in their adding to their
religion and their innovations therein without
Allah's permission. Moreover, they imply a
deficiency in the Islamic religion and accuse it of
being imperfect. It is well-known that this entails
great corruption, heinous evil, and contradiction to
the words of Allah Almighty:

{Today I have perfected your religion for you...}
[Surat al-Ma’idah: 3] And an explicit contradiction
to the Hadiths of the Messenger (%) that warn
against and discourage religious innovations.

[ hope that the evidences we have mentioned
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suffice and convince the seeker of truth in rejecting
this innovation, namely the innovation of
celebrating the night of Isra’ and Mi'raj, and in
warning against it, as it is not part of the religion of
Islam in any way.

Due to the obligation Allah Almighty has placed
concerning advising Muslims, clarifying what Allah
has legislated for them in the religion, and the
prohibition of concealing knowledge, I deemed it
necessary to alert my Muslim brothers about this
religious innovation, which has spread in many
regions to the extent that some people think it is
part of the religion.

We ask Allah Almighty to rectify the affairs of all
Muslims, grant them an understanding of the
religion, and help us and them adhere firmly to the
truth, remain steadfast upon it, and abandon what
contradicts it. Indeed, He is the Guardian of that and
Capable of doing it.

May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His
slave and Messenger, our Prophet Muhammad, and
his family and Companions.

**k*k
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The Seventh Treatise:

Ruling on Celebrating the Night of the
Middle of Sha‘ban
Praise be to Allah, Who has perfected the religion
for us and completed His favor upon us. May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon His Prophet and
Messenger Muhammad, the Prophet of repentance
and mercy.
To proceed: Allah Almighty says:
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{Today I have perfected your religion for you,
completed My favor upon you, and have chosen
[slam as your religion.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 3] And
Allah Almighty says:
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{Or do they have partners who have prescribed
for them a religion that is not sanctioned by Allah...}
[Surat ash-Shira: 21] In the Two Sahih Collections,
‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) reported
from the Prophet (%) that he said:
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“Whoever introduces something into this
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matter of ours (religion) that is not part of it will
have it rejected.” It is narrated in Sahih Muslim
Collection from Jabir (may Allah be pleased with
him) that the Prophet (¥) used to say in his Friday
sermon:
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"To proceed, the best speech is the Book of
Allah, and the best guidance is that of Muhammad
(¥). The worst things are the newly introduced
ones, and every religious innovation is
misguidance." The verses and Hadiths on this
subject are numerous, and they indicate clearly that
Allah Almighty has perfected the religion of this
Ummah and completed His favor upon them. He
Almighty did not take His Prophet (%) until he had
conveyed the clear message and clarified to the
Ummabh all that Allah Almighty had prescribed for
them in terms of words and deeds. The Prophet (%)
clarified that everything people introduce after him
and attribute to the religion of Islam, whether in
words or deeds, is a religious innovation (Bid‘ah)
and is rejected from the one who introduces it, even
if his intention is good. The Companions of the
Messenger of Allah (%) understood this matter, as
did the scholars of Islam after them. They
denounced religious innovation and warned
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against it, as stated by all those who wrote books
praising the Sunnah and denouncing religious
innovation, such as Ibn Waddah, Al-Tartashi, Abu
Shamah, and others.

Among the innovations some people have
introduced is celebrating the night of the middle of
Sha‘ban and singling out that day for fasting. There
is no reliable evidence for this, and there are Da‘if
(weak) Hadiths concerning its virtue, which cannot
be relied upon.

The reports which have been narrated
concerning the virtues of prayer on this occasion
are all Mawdu’ (fabricated), as many scholars have
pointed out, and some of their statements will be
mentioned, Allah Willing.

Some reports have also been narrated on this
matter from some of the Salaf (the pious
predecessors) of the people of the Levant, and
others.

The consensus among the majority of scholars is
that celebrating this occasion is a religious
innovation, and that the Hadiths concerning its
virtues are all weak, and some of them are
fabricated. Among those who pointed this out is Al-
Hafizh Ibn Rajab in his book “Lata’if Al-Ma‘arif”, and
others. Itis known that weak Hadiths are only acted
upon in acts of worship whose basis has been
established by sound evidence. As for celebrating
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the night of the middle of Sha‘ban, it has no
authentic basis so that it can be supported by weak
Hadiths. This important principle was mentioned
by Imam Abu al-‘Abbas Shaykh al-Islam Ibn
Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy upon him).

[ convey to you, dear reader, what some scholars
have said about this matter, so that you may have
clarity on it.

The scholars (may Allah have mercy upon them)
have unanimously agreed that it is obligatory to
refer matters concerning which the people dispute
to the Book of Allah Almighty and the Sunnah of His
Messenger (¥). Whatever they, or either of them,
have ruled is the Shariah that must be followed, and
whatever contradicts them must be discarded. Any
act of worship not found in them is an innovation
that is not permissible to perform, let alone call to
or promote. Allah Almighty says:
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{O you who believe, obey Allah and obey the
Messenger, and those of you who are in authority.
If you disagree over anything, refer it to Allah and

the Messenger, if you believe in Allah and the Last
Day; that is better and more commendable in the
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end.} [Surat an-Nisa’: 59] And Allah Almighty says:
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{Whatever you may differ about, it is for Allah to

judge...} [Surat ash-Shura: 10] And Allah Almighty
says:
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{Say, “If you love Allah then follow me; Allah will

love you and forgive you your sins..} [Surat Al
‘Imran: 31] Allah Almighty also says:
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{But no, by your Lord, they will not believe until
they accept you [0 Prophet] as judge in their
disputes, and find no discomfort within their hearts
about your judgments, but accept them
wholeheartedly.} [Surat an-Nisa’: 65] The verses in
this regard are numerous, and they clearly state
that matters of dispute are to be referred to the
Qur’an and Sunnah, and that their ruling is to be
accepted. This is the requirement of Iman, and this
is what is best for people in this world and the next
world, i.e., the best outcome.

Al-Hafizh Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon
him) said in his book "Lata’if al-Ma‘arif" regarding
this issue—after the preceding discourse—the
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following:

“The night of the middle of Shaban was
venerated by the Tabi‘is (the generation after the
Companions) among the people of the Levant, such
as Khalid ibn Mi‘dan, Mak'hil, Lugman ibn ‘Amir,
and others, who used to strive in worship on this
night. The people took the idea of the virtue and
veneration of this night from them. It has been said
that they received Israelite traditions regarding
this matter. When this became widely known about
them in various regions, people differed concerning
it; among them were those who accepted it from
them and agreed with them in venerating this night,
including a group of devout worshippers from the
people of Basra and others. Most of the scholars of
Hijaz denounced that, including ‘Ata’ and Ibn Abi
Mulaykah. This was reported by ‘Abdur-Rahman
ibn Zayd ibn Aslam from the jurists of the people of
Madinah, and it is the view of the followers of Malik
and others, who said that all of this is a religious
innovation.

Scholars of the Levant held two different
opinions regarding the manner of observing it:

First opinion: It is recommended to observe this
night in congregation in the mosques. Khalid ibn
Mi‘dan, Lugman ibn ‘Amir, and others would wear
their finest clothes, use incense, apply kohl, and
spend the night in the mosque. Is'haq ibn Rahwayh
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agreed with them on this. He said regarding
performing it in congregation in the mosques: "This
is not a religious innovation," as reported by Harb
al-Karmani in his Masa'il.

Second opinion: It is disliked to gather in
mosques for prayer, storytelling, and supplication,
but it is not disliked for a man to pray there
individually. This is the view of Al-Awza7; the
Imam, jurist, and scholar of the people of the
Levant, and this is the closest opinion, Allah
willing." Afterwards, he said: There is no known
statement from Imam Ahmad concerning the night
of the middle of Sha‘ban. However, two narrations
are derived regarding the recommendation of
spending it in prayer from the two narrations from
him concerning the two nights of Eid. In one
narration, he did not recommend spending them in
prayer in congregation, for this was not reported
from the Prophet (¥) and his Companions. He
deemed it recommended (in one narration) due to
the act of ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Yazid ibn al-Aswad,
who was among the Tabi‘is. Similarly, concerning
spending the night of the middle of Sha‘ban in
prayer, there is no authentic report from the
Prophet (%) or his Companions, but it is established
from a group of Tabi‘is from the prominent jurists
among the people of the Sham (the Levant).

This is what was said by Al-Hafizh Ibn Rajab
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(may Allah have mercy upon him), and he clearly
states that there is no authentic report from the
Prophet (¥) or his Companions (may Allah be
pleased with them) about the night of the middle of
Sha‘ban.

As for what Al-Awza‘i (may Allah have mercy
upon him) preferred regarding the
recommendation of performing it individually, and
the choice of Al-Hafizh Ibn Rajab for this opinion, it
is strange and weak; for anything not established
by Shar‘i evidence as being permissible, it is not
permissible for the Muslim to introduce it in the
religion of Allah Almighty, whether he does it
individually or in a group, and whether he conceals
it or declares it, due to the generality of the
statement of the Prophet (£):
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“Whoever does something that is not in
accordance with this matter of ours (Islam), it will
be rejected.” There are other evidences that
indicate the rejection of religious innovation and
warns against it.

Imam Abu Bakr at-Tartiishi (may Allah have
mercy upon him) said in his book "Al-Hawadith wa
al-Bida™":

“Ibn Waddah narrated that Zayd ibn Aslam said:
We never met anyone among our Shaykhs and
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jurists who paid any attention to the middle of
Sha‘ban, nor did they pay attention to the Hadith of
Mak'hil, nor did they consider it to have any virtue
over other nights.”

It was said to Ibn Abi Mulaykah: Indeed, Ziyad
an-Namiri says: “The reward of the night of the
middle of Sha‘ban is like the reward of the night of
Qadr.” He said: “If I hear him and have a stick in my
hand, I will hit him.” Ziyad was a storyteller. End of
the intended quote.

The erudite scholar Ash-Shawkani (may Allah
have mercy upon him) said in his book “Al-Fawa’id
Al-Majmii‘ah”:

“The Hadith of: ‘O Ali, whoever prays one
hundred Rak‘ahs in the night of the middle of
Sha‘ban, reciting in each Rak‘ah Fatihat al-Kitab
(Surat al-Fatihah) and {Say: 'He is Allah, the One'}
ten times, Allah will fulfill all his needs.’ until the
end of the Hadith. This is a fabricated Hadith, and
its wording explicitly states the reward for the doer,
which no discerning person would doubt its
fabrication. Its narrators are unknown, and it has
been narrated through a second and third Isnads,
all of which are fabricated and their narrators are
unknown. He said in "Al-Mukhtasar": The Hadith
about the prayer in the middle of Sha‘ban is false.
And Ibn Hibban narrated from the Hadith of ‘Ali:
“When itis the night of the middle of Sha‘ban, spend
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that night in prayer and fast that day,” which is
weak. He said in "Al-La’ali’": “One hundred Rak‘ahs
in the middle of Sha‘ban, reciting (Surat) al-Ikhlas
ten times”, despite its great virtue, narrated by Ad-
Daylami and others, is fabricated, and the majority
of its narrators in its three Isnads are unknown and
weak. He said: “and twelve Rak‘ahs, reciting Al-
Ikhlas thirty times” is fabricated; “and fourteen
Rak‘ahs” is fabricated.

A group of jurists were deceived by this Hadith,
such as the author of "Al-'Thya’" and others, as well
as some of the exegetes. The prayer on this night—
I mean the night of the middle of Sha‘ban—has been
narrated in different ways, all of which are false and
fabricated. This does not contradict the narration of
At-Tirmidhi on the authority of ‘A’ishah (may Allah
be pleased with her) in which it is reported that he
(¥) went to Al-BaqT’, the Lord descends on the night
of the middle of Sha‘ban to the lowest heaven, and
that He forgives more than the number of hairs on
the sheep of the tribe of Kalb. Indeed, the discussion
is specifically about this fabricated prayer on this
night. This Hadith of ‘A’ishah is weak and
disconnected, just as the previously mentioned
Hadith of ‘Ali regarding Qiyam (voluntary night
prayer) in it does not contradict the possibility of
this prayer being fabricated, despite its weakness,
as we have mentioned. End of the intended
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meaning.

Al-Hafizh al-‘Iraqi said: “The Hadith about
prayer during the night of the middle of Sha‘ban is
fabricated and 1is falsely attributed to the
Messenger of Allah (3).” Imam An-Nawawi said in
his book "Al-Majmu‘': “The prayer known as Ar-
Ragha’ib prayer consists of twelve Rak‘ahs between
Maghrib and ‘Isha’ on the night of the first Friday in
Rajab, and the prayer on the night of the middle of
Sha‘ban is one hundred Rak‘ahs. These two prayers
are reprehensible innovations, and one should not
be deceived by their mention in the books “Qut al-
Qulub” and “Thya’ ‘Ulim ad-Din”, nor by the Hadith
mentioned regarding them, for all of that is false.
One should not be misled by some scholars who
were confused about their ruling and wrote papers
recommending them, for they are mistaken in this
matter.”

Shaykh Imam Abu Muhammad ‘Abdur-Rahman
ibn Isma‘l al-Maqdisi wrote a valuable book
proving that they are false, and so he did an
excellent job. The discourse of the scholars on this
issue is indeed extensive, and if we were to convey
everything we have come across on this matter, it
would be lengthy. However, what we have
mentioned should suffice and convince the seeker
of truth.

From the aforementioned verses, Hadiths, and
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the words of the scholars, it becomes clear to the
seeker of truth that celebrating the night of the
middle of Sha‘ban by praying or in any other way,
or by singling out that day for fasting, is a religious
innovation denounced by most of the scholars. It
has no basis in the purified Shariah, but rather it is
something that was introduced into Islam after the
era of the Companions (may Allah be pleased with
them). Sufficient for the seeker of truth in this
matter and others is the saying of Allah Almighty:

{Today I have perfected your religion for you...}
[Surat al-Ma’idah: 3] And other similar verses, and
the saying of the Prophet (£):
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“Whoever introduces something into this
matter of ours that is not part of it will have it
rejected.” And other similar Hadiths.

In Sahih Muslim Collection, Abu Hurayrah (may
Allah be pleased with him) reported that the
Messenger of Allah (%) said:
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“Do not single out the night of Friday for praying

Qiyam (night voluntary prayer) and do not single
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out its day for fasting, unless it is part of the regular
fast of any of you.” If it were permissible to single
out any night for special acts of worship, the night
of Friday would be the most entitled to that,
because its day is the best day upon which the sun
has risen, as stated in the authentic Hadiths of the
Messenger of Allah (%). Since the Prophet (¥)
warned against singling out that night for praying
Qiyam, that indicates that it is even more prohibited
to single out any other night for acts of worship,
except where there is authentic evidence to
indicate that a particular night is to be singled out.

Since it is prescribed to spend the night of Qadr
and other nights of Ramadan in prayer and
exertion, the Prophet (¥) alerted to this and urged
the Ummabh to engage in prayer during these nights,
and he himself did so, as narrated in the Two Sahih
Collections that the Prophet () said:
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“He who performs Qiyam prayer during
Ramadan, faithfully and expecting its reward from
Allah, will have his past sins forgiven; and he who
offers Qiyam during the Night of Qadr, faithfully and
expecting its reward from Allah, will have his past

sins forgiven.” Butif it were prescribed to single out
the night of the middle of Sha‘ban, or the night of
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the first Friday in Rajab, or the night of Isra’ and
Mi‘raj, for celebration or any special acts of
worship, the Prophet (¥) would have taught his
Ummah to do that, and he would have done it
himself. Had anything of that nature occurred, the
Companions (may Allah be pleased with them)
would have conveyed it to the Ummah, and they
would not have concealed it from them, for they are
the best of people and the most sincere after the
prophets (peace be upon them). May Allah be
pleased with the Companions of the Messenger of
Allah (%) and make them pleased.

As you have learned earlier from the words of
the scholars, there is no authentic report from the
Messenger of Allah (%) or his Companions (may
Allah be pleased with them) concerning the virtue
of the first night of Friday in Rajab or the night of
the middle of Sha‘ban. Thus, it becomes known that
celebrating these occasions is an innovation that
has been introduced into Islam, and likewise,
singling them out with any specific act of worship is
areprehensible innovation. The same applies to the
twenty-seventh night of Rajab, which some people
believe is the night of Isra’ and Mi’raj; it is not
permissible to single it out with any specific act of
worship, nor is it permissible to celebrate it, based
on the aforementioned evidence. This would be the
case even if it were known, but the correct view
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among scholars is that it is not known. The
statement of those who claim that it is the twenty-
seventh night of Rajab is a false view that has no
basis in the authentic Hadiths. Indeed, he who said
the following was right:

The best of matters are those which follow the
guided way of the Salaf... and the worst of matters
are those that are newly introduced.

We ask Allah Almighty to help us and all Muslims
adhere firmly to the Sunnah and beware of
everything that goes against it, for He is the Most
Generous, the Most Kind.

And may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His
slave and Messenger, our Prophet Muhammad, and
all his family and Companions.

**k*
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The Eighth Treatise:

Important Warning on the Falsehood of
the Behest Attributed to

Shaykh Ahmad, the servant of the
Prophet's Noble Mosque

From ‘Abdul-‘Aziz ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Baz to those
among the Muslims who may read it, may Allah
preserve them with Islam, and protect us and them
from the evil of the fabrications of the ignorant and
base people, Amen.

May Allah's peace, mercy, and blessings be upon
you.

To proceed: I have come across a statement
attributed to Shaykh Ahmad, the servant of the
Prophet’s Sacred Mosque, entitled: “This is a behest
from Madinah by Shaykh Ahmad, the servant of the
Prophet’s Sacred Mosque,” in which he said:

[ was awake on the night of Friday, reciting the
Noble Qur’an. After completing the recitation of the
Beautiful Names of Allah, I prepared to sleep. I then
saw the one with the radiant countenance, the
Messenger of Allah (3), who has brought forth the
Qur’anic verses and noble rulings, as a mercy to the
worlds, our Master Muhammad (¥). He said: “O
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Shaykh Ahmad.” I replied: “At your service, O
Messenger of Allah, O noblest of Allah's creation.”
He said to me: “I am ashamed of the vile actions of
people, and I am unable to face my Lord or the
angels, because from one Friday to the next, one
hundred and sixty thousand have died outside the
religion of Islam.” Then, he mentioned some of the
sins in which people have indulged. He then said:
“This advice is a mercy for them from the Almighty,
the Compeller.” Then he mentioned some of the
signs of the Hour, until he said: “O Shaykh Ahmad,
inform them of this advice; for it is conveyed by the
Pen of Destiny from the Preserved Tablet. Whoever
writes it and sends it from one land to another, or
from one place to another, a palace will be built for
him in Paradise, and whoever does not write or
send it, my intercession will be denied to him on the
Day of Resurrection. Whoever writes it, if he is in
need, Allah will enrich him; if he is in debt, Allah will
settle his debt; or if he has sinned, Allah will forgive
him and his parents by the blessing of this behest.
And whoever among the servants of Allah does not
write it, his face will be blackened in this world and
the Hereafter.’ He said: “By Allah, the Most Majestic,
thrice, this is the truth, and if I am lying, may I
depart this world upon other than Islam. Whoever
believes in it will be saved from the torment of the
Fire, and whoever denies it has disbelieved.”
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This is a summary of the fabricated behest
attributed to the Messenger of Allah (¥). We have
heard this fabricated behest many times over
several years, being circulated among people from
time to time and promoted among much of the
general public, with variations in its wording. Its
liar claims that he saw the Prophet (¥) in a dream
and that he was given this behest. In this latest
publication that we mentioned to you, dear reader,
the fabricator alleged that he saw the Prophet (¥)
as he was preparing to sleep, meaning: he saw him
while awake!

The fabricator of this behest claimed many
things, which are among the clearest lies and most
evident falsehoods. I will alert you to them shortly
in this discourse, Allah Willing. I have alerted
people about them in past years and clarified that
they are among the clearest lies and most evident
falsehoods. When [ came across this latest
publication, I hesitated to write about it due to the
obviousness of its falsehood and the audacity of its
fabricator in lying. I did not think its falsehood
would be accepted by anyone with the slightest
insight or sound Fitrah (natural disposition).
However, many of my brethren have informed me
that it has gained popularity among many people,
circulated among them, and some have believed it.
Therefore, | deemed it necessary for people like
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myself to write about it, to clarify its falsehood, and
that it is a fabrication against the Messenger of
Allah (%), so that no one is deceived by it. Whoever
among those endowed with knowledge and Iman,
or those with sound Fitrah and valid reasoning,
reflects upon it will recognize it as a lie and
fabrication from many aspects.

[ inquired one of the relatives of Shaykh Ahmad,
to whom this falsehood is attributed, about this
behest, and he replied: It is falsely attributed to
Shaykh Ahmad, and he did not say it at all. Shaykh
Ahmad in question passed away some time ago.
Even if we assume that Shaykh Ahmad, or someone
greater than him, claimed to have seen the Prophet
(¥) in a dream or while awake, and that he gave him
this behest, we would know with certainty that he
is either lying or that the one who said this to him
was a devil, not the Messenger of Allah (%), for
many reasons, such as the following:

Firstly: The Prophet (¥) cannot be seen in
wakefulness after his death. Whoever among the
ignorant Sufis claims that he sees the Prophet ()
in wakefulness, or that he attends the Mawlid (the
Prophet's birthday), or anything similar, has
committed a grave error, has been severely misled,
and has fallen into a great mistake, opposing the
Qur'an, the Sunnah, and the consensus of the
scholars. This is because the dead will only emerge
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from their graves on the Day of Resurrection, not in
this world. Whoever says otherwise is a flagrant liar
or is mistaken and confused, not knowing the truth
recognized by the righteous predecessors and
followed by the Companions of the Messenger of
Allah (¥) and those who follow them with
righteousness, as Allah Almighty says:
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{Then after that you will surely die,

Then on the Day of Resurrection, you will surely
be resurrected.} [Surat al-Mu’'mintn: 15-16] And
the Prophet () said:
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“I will be the first one for whom the earth will be
split open on the Day of Judgment, the first
intercessor, and the first one whose intercession
will be accepted.” There are many verses and
Hadiths in this regard.

Secondly: The Messenger (%) does not speak
against the truth, neither in his life nor after his
death. This instruction is in clear contradiction to
his Shariah in many aspects, as will be explained.
Moreover, he (¥) may be seen in dreams. Whoever
sees him in a dream in his noble form has indeed
seen him, for the devil does not take his form, as
stated in the authentic noble Hadith. However, the
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real matter lies in the faith, truthfulness, integrity,
precision, piety, and trustworthiness of the
dreamer, and whether he saw the Prophet (%) in his
true form or otherwise.

If a Hadith is reported from the Prophet (%)
during his lifetime through a chain that does not
consist of trustworthy, reliable, and precise
narrators, it is not relied upon nor used as evidence.
Alternatively, if it is reported through trustworthy
and precise narrators, but contradicts the narration
of someone more reliable and trustworthy in a way
that makes it impossible to reconcile the two
narrations, then one of them is abrogated and not
acted upon, while the other is the abrogating one
and is acted upon, provided that the relevant
conditions are met. If reconciliation or abrogation
is not possible, the narration of the one who is less
precise and of lower integrity must be discarded,
and it is judged as anomalous and not acted upon.

How then with a behest whose author, who
allegedly transmitted it from the Messenger of
Allah (%), is unknown, and whose integrity and
trustworthiness are not recognized? In such a state,
it is truly deserving to be discarded and ignored,
even if it contained nothing contrary to the Shariah.
How much more so when the behest includes
numerous matters indicating its falsehood, that it is
falsely attributed to the Messenger of Allah (%), and
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contains the legislation of a religion not sanctioned
by Allah?!

The Prophet (%) said:

GE G Jiada \,.L.:JS ‘Jﬁ gj b Z}’c J6 5o

“Whoever attributes to me what I did not say, let
him take his seat in Hellfire.” The fabricator of this
behest has attributed to the Messenger of Allah ()
what he did not say and has lied about him with a
grave and explicit falsehood. How deserving he is of
this severe warning, and how rightful it is upon him
if he does not hasten to repent and publicly declare
to the people that this behest is falsely attributed to
the Messenger of Allah (¥). For whoever spreads
falsehood among the people and attributes it to the
religion, his repentance is not valid unless he
announces and reveals it, so that the people may
know of his retraction from his lie and his
disavowal of himself, following the words of Allah
Almighty:
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{Those who conceal the clear proofs and

guidance that We have sent down — after We
explained it clearly to people in the Scripture — it
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is they who are cursed by Allah and will be cursed
by those who curse.

Except for those who repent, mend their deeds,
and clarify the truth; I will surely accept their
repentance, for I am the Accepter of Repentance,
the Most Merciful.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 159-160]
Allah Almighty clarifies in this noble verse that
whoever conceals any part of the truth, his
repentance will not be accepted unless he rectifies
and clarifies it. Allah Almighty has perfected the
religion for His servants and completed His favor
upon them by sending His Messenger Muhammad
(¥) and through what He revealed to him of the
complete Shariah. He Almighty did not take him
unto Himself (cause him to die) until after the
perfection and clarification, as He Almighty says:
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{Today I have perfected your religion for you,
completed My favor upon you, and have chosen
[slam as your religion.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 3]

The fabricator of this behest emerged in the
fourteenth century, intending to deceive people
with a new religion, by which he promises entry to
Paradise for those who adopt his legislation, and

denies Paradise and grants admission to Hellfire for
those who do not adopt it. He wishes to make this
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fabricated advice greater and more virtuous than
the Qur’an, wherein he falsely claimed: that
whoever writes it and sends it from one land to
another, or from one place to another, a palace will
be built for him in Paradise, and whoever does not
write it and send it, the intercession of the Prophet
(¥) will be denied to him on the Day of
Resurrection. This is among the most egregious of
lies and the clearest evidence of the falsehood of
this behest, the shamelessness of its fabricator, and
his audacity in lying. For whoever wrote the Noble
Qur’an and sent it from one land to another, or from
one place to another, did not attain this virtue
unless he acted upon the Noble Qur’an. So, how
could the writer of this fabrication and its
transmitter from one land to another attain it? And
he who neither writes the Qur’an nor sends it from
one land to another is not deprived of the
intercession of the Prophet (3) if he is a believer in
him and a follower of his Shariah. This single
fabrication in this behest is sufficient on its own to
indicate its falsehood and the deceit, audacity, and
ignorance of its propagator, as well as his distance
from understanding the guidance brought by the
Messenger (:£).

There are other matters in this behest—besides
what has been mentioned—all of which indicate its
invalidity and fabrication. Even if its fabricator
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were to swear a thousand oaths or more to its truth
or invoke upon himself the greatest torment and
severest punishment, claiming he is truthful, he
would not be truthful, nor would it be true. Rather,
by Allah, and again by Allah, it is among the greatest
and most egregious of falsehoods. We bear witness
before Allah Almighty and those angels present
with us, and anyone from among the Muslims who
comes across this writing—a testimony with which
we shall meet our Almighty Lord—should know
that this behest is a lie and a fabrication against the
Messenger of Allah (¥). May Allah disgrace
whoever fabricated it and deal with him as he
deserves.

Besides what has been previously mentioned,
numerous aspects of the text itself indicate the
falsehood and invalidity of this behest, such as the
following:

The first matter: His statement in it: “Because
from one Friday to the next, one hundred and sixty
thousand have died outside the religion of Islam.”
For this pertains to the knowledge of the unseen,
and the Messenger (%) ceased to receive revelation
after his death; and during his life, he did not know
the unseen, so how could he know after his death?
Allah Almighty says:

TR A R EQPIR ER N Y

149




{Say [O Prophet], “I do not tell you that I have
the treasuries of Allah, nor do [ know the unseen...}
[Surat al-An‘am: 50] And Allah Almighty says:

TSN (RGeS FER A I WA P I
{Say, “No one in the heavens and earth has
knowledge of the unseen except Allah...} [Surat an-

Naml: 65] It is reported in an authentic Hadith that
the Prophet (¥) said:
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“Men will be driven away from my Cistern on
the Day of Resurrection, whereupon I will say: ‘O
Lord, my Companions, my Companions!’ It will be
said to me: ‘You do not know what religious
innovations they introduced after you.” Thereupon,
I will say as the righteous servant said: {I was a
witness over them as long as [ was among them. But
when You took me up, You Yourself were the
Watcher over them, and You are a Witness over all
things.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 117]”

The second matter: From among the matters
indicating the invalidity and falsehood of this
behest—is his statement in it: “Whoever writes it, if
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he is in need, Allah will enrich him; if he is in debt,
Allah will settle his debt; or if he has a sin, Allah will
forgive him and his parents by the blessing of this
behest...” until the end of the quote. This is among
the greatest of lies and the clearest evidence of the
falsehood of its fabricator, and his lack of shame
before Allah Almighty and His servants. For these
three matters are not attained merely by writing
the Noble Qur’an, so how could they be granted to
one who has written this false behest?! This wicked
individual merely seeks to deceive people,
attaching them to this false behest so that they
write it down and cling to this alleged virtue,
abandoning the means Allah Almighty has
prescribed for His servants, leading to wealth, debt
relief, and forgiveness of sins. We seek refuge with
Allah from the causes of failure and from following
desires and the devil.

The third matter: From among the indications of
the invalidity of this behest—is his statement in it:
“And whoever among the servants of Allah does not
write it, his face will be blackened in this world and
the Hereafter.” This is also among the most
egregious of lies and one of the clearest proofs of
the falsehood of this behest and the deceit of its
fabricator. How could it be conceivable to any
rational mind that this behest, brought forth by an
unknown man in the fourteenth century, could be
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falsely attributed to the Messenger of Allah (¥),
claiming that whoever does not write it will have a
blackened face in this world and the Hereafter, and
whoever writes it will become wealthy after
poverty, free from debt after being burdened by it,
and forgiven for the sins he has committed?!

Glory be to You, this is a great slander! Indeed,
the evidence and reality testify to the falsehood of
this fabricator, his audacity against Allah, and his
lack of shame before Allah and the people. Many
nations did not write it, yet their faces were not
blackened, and here is a multitude that none can
count but Allah, who have written it many times, yet
their debts were not settled, nor was their poverty
alleviated. We seek refuge in Allah from the
deviation of hearts and the rust of sins. These
attributes or rewards are not prescribed by the
noble Shariah for those who have written the
greatest and most exalted book, the Holy Qur’an.
How then can they be granted to one who has
written a false behest filled with various falsehoods
and numerous statements of disbelief? Glory be to
Allah! How forbearing He is towards those who
dare to lie against Him.

The fourth matter: From among the things
indicating that this behest is among the utmost
falsehoods and the clearest lies—is his statement in
it: He said: “Whoever believes in it will be saved
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from the torment of Hellfire, and whoever denies it
has disbelieved.” This is also among the most
audacious forms of lying and the most
reprehensible falsehood. This fabricator calls upon
all people to believe in his fabrication, claiming that
by doing so, they will be saved from the torment of
Hellfire and that whoever denies it is committing
disbelief. By Allah, this liar has indeed committed a
grave fabrication against Allah; and by Allah, he has
spoken falsehood. He claims that whoever believes
in it is the one deserving to be labeled a disbeliever,
not the one who denies it, for it is a fabrication,
falsehood, and a lie with no basis of truth. We bear
witness before Allah Almighty thatitis alie and that
its fabricator is a liar, seeking to legislate for the
people what Allah has not permitted and to
introduce into their religion what is not part of it.
Indeed, Allah Almighty has completed and
perfected the religion for this Ummah fourteen
centuries before this fabrication. Be mindful, O
readers and brethren, and do not believe in such
fabrications, nor let them spread among you. For
the truth is illuminated with light that does not
confuse its seeker. Seek the truth with its evidence,
and consult the knowledgeable about what
confounds you. Do not be deceived by the oaths of
liars, for the accursed Satan swore to your parents,
Adam and Eve, that he was a sincere advisor to
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them, yet he is the greatest of traitors and the most
deceitful of liars, as Allah Almighty recounts about
him, saying:
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{And he swore to them, “I am indeed your
sincere adviser.”} [Surat al-A'raf: 21] Beware of him
and his followers among the fabricators, for how
many false oaths, treacherous covenants, and
embellished words they have for deception and
misguidance! The false claims regarding the
emergence of evil deeds are indeed a reality, and
the Noble Qur'an and the purified Sunnah have
strongly warned against them. In them lies
guidance and sufficiency.

As for what has been mentioned regarding the
signs of the Hour, the Prophetic Hadiths have
elucidated what will be among the portents of the
Hour, and the Noble Qur’an has alluded to some of
that. Whoever wishes to know this will find it in its
proper place within the books of the Sunnah and
the writings of the people of knowledge and Iman.
There is no need for people to heed the statements
of such a fabricator and his deceptions, mixing truth
with falsehood. May Allah protect me, you, and all
Muslims from the evil of devils, the trials of
misleaders, the deviation of deviators, and the
deception of the enemies of Allah, the falsifiers, who
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wish to extinguish the light of Allah Almighty with
their mouths and confuse people about their
religion. But Allah will perfect His light and support
His religion, even if the enemies of Allah, from the
devils and their followers among the disbelievers
and atheists, detest it. We ask Allah Almighty to
reform the affairs of the Muslims and bestow upon
them adherence to the truth, steadfastness upon it,
and repentance to Allah Almighty from all sins.
Indeed, He is the Acceptor of repentance, the Most
Merciful, and the One Competent over all things.
Allah is Sufficient for us and He is the best Disposer
of affairs, and there is no power nor strength except
through Allah, the Most High, the Most Magnificent.

And praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds,
and may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His
slave and Messenger, the truthful and trustworthy,
and upon his family and Companions and those
who follow him with righteousness until the Day of
Judgment.

*k*k
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) P 4
The Ninth Treatise:
The Ruling on Magic and Divination and

Related Matters:

Praise be to Allah Alone, and may Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon the one after whom there is
no prophet. To proceed:

In view of the recent proliferation of charlatans
who claim to practice medicine and treat through
magic or divination, and their spread in some
countries, exploiting the naive among people who
are predominantly ignorant, I deemed it necessary,
as sincere advice for the sake of Allah Almighty and
His servants, to clarify the great danger this poses
to Islam and Muslims, as it involves reliance on
other than Allah Almighty and contravenes His
command and the command of His Messenger ().

[ say, seeking the help of Allah Almighty, that
seeking treatment is unanimously permissible. A
Muslim may consult a doctor specializing in
internal medicine, surgery, neurology, or similar
fields to diagnose his illness and treat it with
medications that are lawfully permissible

1 This testament was published in booklet no. 17 by the General Presidency
of the Departments of Scholarly Research, Ifta’, Da‘wah, and Guidance in t
he year 1402 AH.
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according to Shariah, based on the knowledge of
medicine. This is part of utilizing ordinary means
and does not conflict with reliance on Allah
Almighty. Indeed, Allah Almighty has sent down
both the disease and its cure; those who know it
recognize it, and those who are ignorant of it
remain unaware. However, He Almighty has not
placed the healing of His servants in what He has
prohibited for them.

It is not permissible for a sick person to go to
soothsayers who claim to know the unseen to learn
about his illness, nor is it permissible for him to
believe what they tell him, as they speak
conjectures about the unseen or summon jinn to
assist them in what they want. The ruling on these
individuals is that they are upon disbelief and
misguidance if they claim knowledge of the unseen.

Muslim narrated in his Sahih Collection that the
Prophet (¥) said:

“Whoever goes to a diviner and asks him about
something, his prayer will not be accepted for forty
days.”

"And on the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may
Allah be pleased with him), the Prophet (¥) said:
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“Whoever goes to a Kahin (soothsayer) and
believes what he says has disbelieved in what was
revealed to Muhammad (¥).” Narrated by Abu
Dawid, and by the authors of the four Sunan
Compilations, and Al-Hakim classified it as Sahih
(authentic), from the Prophet (¥) with the
wording:
w22 T 5 sie 48 1 B2EE ek 5T 5T o

“Whoever goes to a ‘Arraf (diviner) or a Kahin
(soothsayer) and believes what he says has
disbelieved in what was revealed to Muhammad.”

‘Imran ibn Husayn (may Allah be pleased with
him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (¥) said:

cdljz.wj\)mj\cﬂu@&)iu@j\cﬂ;ﬁjj\}guﬁbw»

“He is not one of us who seeks omens or has
omens interpreted for him, or who practices
soothsaying or has it done for him, or who practices
sorcery or has it done for him. And whoever goes to
a soothsayer and believes in what he says has
disbelieved in what was revealed to Muhammad
(¥).” [Narrated by Al-Bazzar with a good Isnad]

In these noble Hadiths, there is a prohibition
against going to diviners, soothsayers, magicians,
and their like, asking them questions, and believing
them, and therein lies the warning against such
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actions.

It is not permissible to be deceived by their
truthfulness in some matters or by the large
number of people who come to them, as they are
ignorant, and people should not be misled by them.
The Messenger of Allah (¥) has forbidden
approaching, asking, or believing them due to the
great evil, severe danger, and dire consequences
involved, as they are deceitful liars.

These Hadiths also provide evidence for the
disbelief of the soothsayer and magician, as they
claim knowledge of the unseen, which is disbelief.
Moreover, they achieve their aims only by serving
the jinn and worshiping them instead of Allah
Almighty, which is disbelief in Allah and associating
partners with Him, Exalted be He. Whoever
believes them in their claim to know the unseen is
like them, and anyone who receives these matters
from those who practice them has been disavowed
by the Messenger of Allah ().

Also, it is not permissible for a Muslim to submit
to what they claim as treatment, such as their use of
talismans or pouring lead, and other such
superstitions they practice. This is considered
soothsaying and deception of the people. Whoever
is content with this has aided them in their
falsehood and disbelief.

It is also not permissible for any Muslim to go to
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them to inquire about whom his son or relative will
marry, or about matters between spouses and their
families, such as love and loyalty or enmity and
separation, and the like. This is because it is part of
the unseen that no one knows except Allah
Almighty.

[t is incumbent upon the rulers, the people of
Hisbah (vice control), and others who possess
power and authority to denounce the act of going to
soothsayers and diviners and their like, to prevent
anyone from engaging in such practices in the
markets and elsewhere, to express the strongest
disapproval of them, and to denounce those who
come to them.

Similarly, magic is among the prohibited acts of
disbelief, as Allah Almighty says regarding the two
angels:
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{But these two angels did not teach anyone
without telling them, “We are only a test, so do not
disbelieve.” Yet they would learn from them what

would cause separation between a man and his
wife. But they could not harm anyone except by
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Allah’s permission. They would learn what harmed
them and did not benefit them, although they
already knew that whoever gets into it would not
have any share in the Hereafter. How terrible was
the price for which they sold themselves, if only
they knew!} [Surat al-Baqarah: 102]

These noble verses indicate that sorcery is
disbelief and that sorcerers cause separation
between a man and his wife. They also show that
sorcery cannot cause benefit or harm by itself, but
is only effective by Allah’s universal will and
predestination, because Allah Almighty is the One
Who created both good and evil.

The noble verse also indicates that those who
learn magic only learn what harms them and does
not benefit them and that they have no share with
Allah Almighty. This is a severe warning that
signifies their great loss in this world and the
Hereafter, and that they have sold themselves for
the lowest price. Thus, Allah Almighty reproached
them for this by saying:

T e

{How terrible was the price for which they sold
themselves, if only they knew!} [Surat al-Baqgarah:
102], The verse uses the Arabic term Shird’

“buying” in the sense of selling.
The harm has indeed become severe, and the
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situation has worsened due to these fabricators
who inherited these sciences from the polytheists
and confused the weak-minded with them. To Allah
we belong and to Him we shall return. Allah is
Sufficient for us, and He is the best Disposer of
affairs.

We ask Allah Almighty for well-being and safety
from the evils of sorcerers, soothsayers, and all
other deceivers. We also implore Him, Glorified be
He, to protect Muslims from their harm and guide
the Muslim rulers to be vigilant regarding them and
to enforce Allah's judgment upon them so that the
people may be relieved from their harm and wicked
deeds. Indeed, He is All-Generous, All-Kind.

Allah Almighty has legislated for His servants
means of protecting themselves from the evil of
magic before it occurs, and He, out of His mercy and
benevolence towards them, has clarified the
remedy for it after it has occurred, completing His
favor upon them.

Below is a clarification about the precautions
against the danger of magic before it occurs and the
means to treat it after its occurrence, from the
things that are permissible according to Shariah,
detailed as follows:

Firstly: What protects against the danger of
magic before it occurs; the most important and
beneficial means is fortifying oneself with the
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prescribed Adhkar, supplications, and transmitted
protective invocations. This includes reciting the
verse of Kursi—the greatest verse in the Noble
Qur'an—after every obligatory prayer following
Taslim (end of prayer), which reads:
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{Allah: none has the right to be worshiped
except Him, the Ever-Living, the All-Sustaining.
Neither drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep. To
Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is
on earth. Who is there that can intercede with Him
except with His permission? He knows what was
before them and what will be after them, while they
encompass nothing of His knowledge, except what
He wills. His Kursl [i.e., footstool] extends over the
heavens and earth, and safeguarding of both does
not weary Him, for He is the Most High, the Most
Great.} [Surat al-Bagarah: 255] Reciting it also
before sleeping. It has been authentically reported
from the Messenger of Allah (%) that he said:
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“Whoever recites the verse of Kursi at night, he
will still be guarded by Allah, and no devil will
approach him until the morning.”

Also the recitation of:

{Say: “He is Allah, the One;"}

{Say, “l seek refuge with the Lord of the

daybreak,”}
(O o5 5,21 )

{Say, “I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind,}
[Surat an-Nas: 1] after every obligatory prayer, and
reciting these three Surahs three times at the
beginning of the day, after the Fajr prayer, and at
the beginning of the night after the Maghrib prayer.

Also, among them is reciting the last two verses

of Surat al-Baqarah at the beginning of the night,
which are the verses that Allah Almighty says:
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{The Messenger believes in what has been sent

down to him from his Lord, as do the believers. All
of them believe in Allah, His angels, His Books, and
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His messengers, [saying], “We make no distinction
between any of His messengers.” And they say, “We
hear and obey. Grant us Your forgiveness, our Lord,
and to You is the [final] destination.”} to the end of
the Surah.

As the Prophet (¥) is authentically reported to
have said:
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“Whoever recites the last two verses of Surat al-
Bagarah at night, they will suffice him.” The
meaning is, and Allah knows best: They will protect
him from all harm. And among them is the frequent
seeking of refuge with “the Perfect Words of Allah
from the evil of what He has created” during the
night and day and when alighting at any place,
whether in a building, the desert, the sky, or the sea,
as the Prophet () said:
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“Whoever alights somewhere and says, ‘Audhu
bikalimatillahi at-tammati min sharri ma khalaq' (I
seek refuge in the perfect words of Allah from the
evil of what He has created), nothing will harm him
until he leaves that place.”

And among them is for the Muslim to say at the
beginning of the day and the beginning of the night
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three times:
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“Bismillahi alladhi la yadurru ma‘a ismihi
shay’un fil-ardi wala fi as-sama’i wa huwa as-sami’
al-‘alim” (In the Name of Allah, with Whose name
nothing can cause harm on the earth or in the
heaven and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing).

As the Messenger of Allah (¥) is authentically
reported to have encouraged this matter, and it is a
cause for safety from all evil.

Secondly: The method of treating magic after it
occurs, which also includes several things:

First: Frequent supplication to Allah Almighty,
asking Him to lift the harm and remove the
affliction.

Second: Exerting efforts to know the location of
the magic, whether in the ground, a mountain, or
elsewhere. If identified, extracted, and destroyed,
the magic will be nullified, and this is among the
most effective treatments for magic.

Third: The Ruqyah (incantation) with the
prescribed Adhkar and invocations, which are
numerous; they include the following:

The Messenger of Allah (%) is authentically
reported to have said:
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“Allahumma rabba an-nas adh'hib al-ba’s washfi
anta ash-shafi, 1a shifa’ illa shifa’uk, shifa’an la
yughadir sagama” (O Allah, the Lord of humankind,
remove the disease and heal; You are the Healer;
there is no cure but Yours, a cure that leaves behind
no illness). He should say it three times.

And among them is the Ruqyah that Gabriel
(Jibril) (peace be upon him) recited over the
Prophet (¥), which is as follows:
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“Bismillahi arqik min kolli shay’in yu’dhik wa
min sharri kolli nafsin aw ‘aynin hasidin Allah
yashfik, bismillahi arqik” (In the Name of Allah, I
recite Ruqyah over you, from everything that harms
you, from the evil of every soul or envious eye. May
Allah cure you. In the Name of Allah, I recite Ruqyah
over you). It should be repeated three times.

And among them—and this is a beneficial
treatment for a man who is prevented from being
intimate with his wife—is to take seven leaves of
the green lote tree (Sidr), crush them with a stone
or something similar, place them in a container, and
pour enough water over them for a bath. Then, he
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should recite over it:
The Verse of Kursi, and
(005G By
{Say, “O disbelievers,} [Surat al-Kafirtn: 1], and
(DT 5 By
{Say: “He is Allah, the One;”} [Surat al-Ikhlas: 1],
and
(O o5 5,81 8y
{Say, “l seek refuge with the Lord of the
daybreak,} [Surat al-Falaq: 1], and
(O 5 521 8y
{Say, “I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind,}
[Surat an-Nas: 1]
And the verses about magic in Surat al-A‘raf that
read:
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{We inspired Moses, “Throw your staff,” and it
suddenly swallowed up all their illusionary devices.
Thus, the truth prevailed, and all that they did
was proven to be false.
They were defeated right there and were utterly

humiliated.} [Surat al-A'raf: 117-119]
And the verses in Surat Yunus that read:
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{Pharaoh said, “Bring me all learned magicians.”

When the magicians came, Moses said to them,
“Cast whatever you have to cast.”

When they did, Moses said, “All that you have
brought is mere magic; Allah will surely make it
useless, for Allah does not let the work of the
mischief-makers thrive.

And Allah establishes the truth by His Words,
even though the wicked abhor it.} [Surat Yunus: 79-
82]

And the verses in Surat Ta-ha that read:
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{They said, “O Moses, either you throw or shall
we be the first to throw!”
He said, “No; you throw first.” Suddenly their

ropes and staffs appeared to him, owing to their
magic, as if they were slithering.
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Then Moses sensed fear within himself.

We said, “Do not be afraid; it is you who will
prevail.

Throw what is in your right hand; it will swallow
up what they have contrived. They have only
contrived a magic trick, and the magician will never
prosper, wherever he goes.”} [Surat Ta-ha: 65-69]

After reciting what has been mentioned over the
water, he should drink three sips from it and bathe
with the remainder. By this, the ailment will be
removed, if Allah wills. If the need arises to use it
two or more times, there is no harm until the
ailment is removed.

These Adhkar, refuge-seeking invocations, and
methods are among the greatest means of
protecting oneself from the evil of magic and other
harms, and they are also the most powerful tools
for removing magic after it has occurred for those
who sincerely and faithfully maintain them,
trusting in Allah Almighty and relying upon Him,
and with an open heart to what they signify.

This sums up the means mentioned for fending
off and treating magic, and Allah is the Grantor of
success.

A significant issue arises here, which is the
treatment of magic through the practices of
sorcerers by making offerings or sacrifices to
approach the jinn; this is forbidden, as it is
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considered the work of the devil and even amounts
to major Shirk (polytheism). It is also forbidden to
seek treatment by approaching soothsayers,
diviners, and charlatans, or by following their
claims, as they are deceitful liars who deny Iman
(faith) and claim knowledge of the unseen, leading
people astray. The Messenger () warned against
approaching, asking, or believing them, as was
previously explained at the beginning of this
treatise. It is obligatory to be cautious of that. It has
been authentically reported that the Messenger of
Allah (¥) was asked about the “Nushrah”
(counteracting magic by magic), and he said:
AQEERN L2 e 2

“It is from the work of Satan.” [Narrated by
Imam Ahmad and Abu Dawud, with a good Isnad]

“Nushrah” is the removal of magic from the
bewitched individual. What the Prophet (¥) meant
by this statement is the “Nushrah” that was
practiced by the people of Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic
period of ignorance), which involves asking a
sorcerer to remove the magic or removing it with
similar magic from another sorcerer.

However, removing it through the Shar‘i Ruqyah
and refuge-seeking invocations and the permissible
remedies is acceptable, as previously mentioned.
This was explicitly stated by the erudite scholar Ibn
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al-Qayyim and Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Hasan in
Fat'h Al-Majid (may Allah have mercy upon them),
and it was also affirmed by other scholars.

We ask Allah Almighty to grant Muslims safety
from all harm, to preserve their religion for them,
to bless them with an understanding of it, and to
protect them from everything that contradicts His
Shariah.

And may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His
slave and Messenger Muhammad, and his family
and Companions.

*k*k

172




) P 4
The Tenth Treatise:
A Warning Against Building Mosques

Over Graves

In the Name of Allah, and praise be to Allah, and
may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon the
Messenger of Allah.

To proceed: | have reviewed what was published
in the third issue of the Journal of the Islamic
Sciences Association in the section (News of the
Muslims in A Month): that the Islamic Sciences
Association in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
intends to construct a mosque over the cave that
was recently discovered in the village of Ar-Rahib,
which is said to be the cave where the People of the
Cave, mentioned in the Noble Qur’an, rested, end
quote.

Given the obligation to offer sincere advice for
the sake of Allah and His servants, I deemed it
appropriate to address a message in the same
magazine to the Islamic Sciences Association in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Its content is:
Advising the association against carrying out its
intention to construct a mosque over the
aforementioned cave. This is because the
construction of mosques over the graves of
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prophets and the righteous, and their relics, is
something that the perfect Islamic Shariah has
prohibited and warned against and has cursed
those who do so, as it constitutes a means to Shirk
(polytheism) and excessive reverence for the
prophets and the righteous. The reality testifies to
the truth of what Shariah has brought, which is
evidence that it is from Allah, Glorified and Exalted
be He. It is clear proof and a decisive argument for
the truthfulness of the Messenger of Allah (¥) in
what he conveyed from Allah Almighty to the
Ummah. Whoever contemplates the conditions of
the Islamic world and the Shirk and excessive
reverence that have occurred due to the
construction of mosques over tombs, their
veneration, furnishing, and beautification, and
appointing custodians for them, will know with
certainty that these are means of Shirk. It is among
the merits of Islamic Shariah to prohibit them and
warn against their construction.

This is supported by a Hadith narrated by the
two Shaykhs, Al-Bukhari and Muslim (may Allah
have mercy upon them), in which ‘A’ishah (may
Allah be pleased with her) reported: The Messenger
of Allah (%) said:
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"May Allah curse the Jews and the Christians;
they took the graves of their prophets as places of
worship." ‘A’ishah said: He wanted to warn against
what they did. She added: Had it not been for that,
his grave would have been made prominent, but it
was feared that it might be taken as a place of
worship." It is reported in the Two Sahih
Collections that 'Umm Salamah and 'Umm Habibah
(may Allah be pleased with both of them)
mentioned to the Messenger of Allah (¥) a church
they had seen in the land of Abyssinia and the
images contained therein. The Messenger of Allah

(%) said:
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"Those people, when a righteous man among
them died, they would build a mosque over his
grave and make those images inside it. They are the
most evil creatures in the sight of Allah."

In Sahih Muslim, Jundub ibn ‘Abdullah (may
Allah be pleased with him) reported: I heard the
Messenger of Allah (), five days before his death,
saying:
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“I stand acquitted before Allah that I should take
any one of you as an intimate friend, for Allah has
taken me as an intimate friend just as He took
Abraham (Ibrahim) as an intimate friend. Had I
taken anyone from my Ummah as an intimate
friend, I would have taken Abu Bakr as an intimate
friend. Beware! Those who were before you used to
take the graves of their prophets and righteous
ones as places of worship. Beware! Do not take
graves as places of worship, for I forbid you from
that.” The Hadiths in this regard are numerous.

The eminent scholars from all four Madh'habs
(schools of Figh) and others have explicitly stated
the prohibition of taking graves as places of
worship, warning against this practice. This is in
adherence to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah
(¥) and as a sincere counsel to the Ummah,
cautioning it against falling into the same errors as
the extremists among the Jews and Christians, and
their likes from among the misguided people of this
Ummah.

It is incumbent upon the Islamic Sciences
Association in Jordan, and upon other Muslims, to
adhere to the Sunnah, follow the path of the Imams,
and beware of what Allah Almighty and His

176




Messenger have warned against; for therein lies the
reformation, happiness, and salvation of people in
this world and the Hereafter. Some people have
relied on the words of Allah Almighty in the story of
the dwellers of the Cave:

(s e Sl 2 A e LG 51 96y

{Those who prevailed in their matter said, “We
will surely build over them a place of worship.”}
[Surat al-Kahf: 21]

The response to this is to say: Allah Almighty has
informed about the leaders and those in power at
that time that they made this statement, not as an
endorsement or approval of them, but rather as a
condemnation and criticism to dissuade from their
actions. This is evidenced by the fact that the
Messenger of Allah (%), upon whom this verse was
revealed and who is the most knowledgeable of its
interpretation, forbade his Ummah from taking
graves as places of worship, warned them against
it, and cursed and condemned those who did so.

If it were permissible, the Messenger of Allah ()
would not have imposed such a severe prohibition,
nor would he have gone to the extent of cursing
those who did it, and informing them that they are
among the worst of creation in the sight of Allah
Almighty. This is sufficient and convincing for the
seeker of truth. If we assume that building mosques
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over graves was permissible for those before us, it
is not permissible for us to emulate them in this
matter, because our Shariah abrogates the previous
laws, and our Messenger (%) is the Seal of the
Prophets, and his Shariah is complete and
universal. He prohibited us from building mosques
over graves, so it is not permissible for us to oppose
him. We are obliged to follow him, adhere to what
he brought, and abandon what contradicts that
from the old laws and the customs deemed good by
those who practiced them, for there is nothing
more perfect than the Shariah of Allah, and no
guidance better than the guidance of the Messenger
of Allah ().

We ask Allah Almighty to grant us and all
Muslims steadfastness in His religion and
adherence to the Shariah of His Messenger
Muhammad (¥), in words and deeds, both
outwardly and inwardly, and in all matters until we
meet Allah Almighty. Indeed, He is All-Hearing and
All-Near.

And may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His
slave and Messenger Muhammad, his family, his
Companions, and those who are guided by his
guidance until the Day of Judgment.

*k%k

178




el 2 Al oy
The Eleventh Treatise:

Burying the Dead in Mosques

In the name of Allah, all praise is due to Allah,
and may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon the
Messenger of Allah, his family, and those who are
guided by his guidance. To proceed:

I came across the newspaper “Al-Khartoum”
issued on 17/4/1415 AH, and found that it
published a statement about the burial of Sayyid
Muhammad al-Hasan al-Idrisi next to his father in
their mosque in the city of Omdurman... etc.

Due to the obligation Allah Almighty has placed
on advising Muslims and clarifying to denounce the
evil, I felt it necessary to point out that burying in
mosques is impermissible. Rather, it is a means to
Shirk and one of the practices of the Jews and
Christians, for which Allah Almighty condemned
them, and His Messenger (¥) cursed them, as
reported in the Two Sahih Collections from ‘A’ishah
(may Allah be pleased with her) that the Prophet
(¥) said:
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"May Allah curse the Jews and the Christians, for

they took the graves of their prophets as places of
worship." In Sahth Muslim, Jundub ibn ‘Abdullah
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reported that the Prophet (¥) said:
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"Indeed, those who were before you took the
graves of their prophets and righteous people as
places of worship. Never take the graves as places
of worship, for I forbid you from that." The Hadiths
in this regard are numerous.

It is incumbent upon Muslims everywhere—
governments and peoples—to fear Allah Almighty,
to avoid what He has forbidden, and bury their dead
outside the mosques, just as the Prophet (¥) and
his Companions (may Allah be pleased with them)
used to bury the dead outside the mosques, and so
did their righteous followers.

As for the grave of the Prophet (¥) and his two
Companions, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar (may Allah be
pleased with them), in his mosque (), it does not
serve as evidence for burying the dead in mosques.
This is because he (%) was buried in his house—in
the house of ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with
her)—and then his two Companions were buried
alongside him. When Al-Walid ibn ‘Abdul-Malik
expanded the mosque, he included the chamber in
it at the beginning of the first century of Hijrah. The
scholars criticized him for this, but he believed that
it did not prevent the expansion and that the matter
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was clear and not ambiguous.

Thus, it becomes clear to every Muslim that the
Prophet (¥) and his two Companions (may Allah be
pleased with them) were not buried in the mosque.
Their inclusion in it due to the expansion is not
evidence for the permissibility of burial in
mosques, for they are not in the mosque but rather
in his house (¥). Moreover, the action of Al-Walid is
not valid proof for anyone in this regard; rather, the
proof lies in the Qur’an and the Sunnah, and in the
consensus of the righteous predecessors of the
Ummah (may Allah be pleased with them), and may
He make us among their followers in righteousness.

For providing advice and discharge of
responsibility, it was written on: 14/5/1415 AH.

And Allah alone is the One Who grants success.
May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, his Companions,
and those who follow them in righteousness.

**k*
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The Twelfth Treatise:
Clarification of the Disbelief and
Misguidance of Those Who Claim that it is
Permissible for Anyone to Abandon the

Shariah of Muhammad (£)

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and may
Allah‘s peace and blessings be upon the Seal of the
Prophets and Messengers, our Prophet
Muhammad, and upon his family and all his
Companions.

To proceed: I have reviewed the article
published in Al-Sharq Al-Awsat newspaper, issue
number (5824) dated 5/6/1415 AH, written by
someone who called himself: ‘Abdul-Fattah al-
Hayik, under the title: (The Misunderstanding).

The summary of the article: His denial of what is
necessarily known from the religion of Islam, by
text and consensus; namely, the universality of
Muhammad’‘s message to all humankind, and his
claim that whoever does not follow Muhammad ()
and does not obey him, but remains a Jew or a
Christian, is upon a true religion. Then, he
audaciously challenged the wisdom of the Lord of
the worlds—Glorified be He—in punishing the
disbelievers and the disobedient ones, considering
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it to be futile.

He distorted the religious texts, placing them out
of context, and interpreted them according to his
whims, disregarding the clear proofs and explicit
texts that indicate the universality of the message
of Muhammad (¥) and the disbelief of those who
hear of him and do not follow him, and that Allah
Almighty does not accept any religion other than
I[slam. He ignored these explicit texts so that his
words would deceive the ignorant ones. This act is
an explicit disbelief and apostasy from Islam, and a
denial of Allah Almighty and His Messenger (%), as
is known to those of knowledge and faith who have
read the article.

It is obligatory upon the ruler to refer him to the
court for his repentance and to judge him according
to what the purified Shariah necessitates.

Allah Almighty has clarified the universality of
the message

of Muhammad (¥) and the obligation of
obedience to him upon both humans and jinn. This
is not unknown to anyone with the slightest grasp
of knowledge among Muslims.

Allah Almighty says:
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{Say [O Prophet], “O people, [ am the Messenger
of Allah to you all. To Him belongs the dominion of
the heavens and earth; none has the right to be
worshiped except Him; He gives life and causes
death.” So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the
unlettered Prophet, who believes in Allah and His
words, and follow him, so that you may be guided.}
[Surat al-A‘raf: 158] And Allah Almighty says:
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{..This Qur’an has been revealed to me so that I
may warn you thereby and whomsoever it
reaches...} [Surat al-An‘am: 19] And Allah Almighty
says:
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{Say, “If you love Allah, then follow me; Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins: for Allah is
All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”} [Surat Al ‘Imran: 31]
And Allah Almighty says:
SO R IS R L )
405 e
{Anyone who seeks a religion other than Islam,
never will it be accepted from him; and in the
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Hereafter he will be among the losers.} [Surat Al
‘Imran: 85] And Allah Almighty says:
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{We have not sent you [O Prophet] except as a
bearer of glad tidings and a warner to all

mankind...} [Surat Saba’: 28] And Allah Almighty
says:
(el 25 Y 2ty
{We have not sent you [O Prophet] except as a

mercy to the worlds.} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 107] And
Allah Almighty says:
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{And say to those who were given the Scripture
and to the illiterate, “Have you submitted
yourselves?” If they do, then they are rightly guided,
but if they turn away, your duty is only to convey

the message. And Allah is All-Seeing of His slaves.}
[Surat Al ‘Imran: 20] Allah Almighty also says:
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{Blessed is the One Who has sent down the
Criterion to His slave, so that he may be a warner to

the worlds,} [Surat al-Furqan: 1]
Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated from Jabir (may
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Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet (¥)
said:
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“I'have been granted five things that none before
me was granted: [ have been made victorious with
the awe from a one-month distance; the earth has
been made a place of worship for me and a means
of purification; so, anyone of my Ummah should
pray wherever he may be when the time of prayer
is due; the spoils of war have been made lawful for
me, whereas they were not lawful for anyone
before me; I have been granted the intercession;
and every prophet used to be sent to his people
exclusively, whereas I have been sent to all
mankind.”

This is a clear indication of the universality and
comprehensiveness of the message of our Prophet
Muhammad (3) to all of humanity, and that it has
abrogated all previous legislations. Anyone who
does not follow Muhammad (%) and does not obey
him is a disbeliever and sinner, worthy of
punishment. Allah Almighty says:
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{Butwhoever of the factions disbelieves in it, the

Fire will be their promised end.} [Surat Hud: 17]
And Allah Almighty says:
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{So let those who disobey his command beware

lest some trial may afflict them or they may be

afflicted with a painful punishment.} [Surat an-Nur:
63] And Allah Almighty says:
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{But whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger

and transgresses His limits, He will cause him to

enter the Fire, abiding therein forever, and for him

there will be a humiliating punishment.} [Surat an-
Nisa’: 14] And Allah Almighty says:
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{Whoever exchanges faith for disbelief has
indeed strayed from the sound path.} [Surat al-
Bagarah: 108] The verses in this regard are
numerous.
Allah Almighty has linked obedience of the
Messenger (%) to His obedience and clarified that
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whoever embraces a belief other than Islam is a
loser, from whom neither compensation nor
ransom will be accepted. Allah Almighty says:
el G 3 e JEEB G o) 5 )
ey
{Anyone who seeks a religion other than Islam,
never will it be accepted from him; and in the
Hereafter he will be among the losers.} [Surat Al
‘Imran: 85] And Allah Almighty says:
£ T 388 0,290 o 55
{Whoever obeys the Messenger has indeed
obeyed Allah.} [Surat an-Nisa: 80] And Allah
Almighty says:
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{Say, “Obey Allah and obey the Messenger. But if
you turn away, he is only responsible for his duty
and you are responsible for your duty. If you obey
him, you will be guided.”} [Surat an-Nur: 54] And
Allah Almighty says:
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{Those who disbelieve from the People of the
Book and the polytheists will be in the fire of Hell,
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abiding therein forever. It is they who are the worst
of creatures.} [Surat al-Bayyinah: 6]

Muslim narrated in his Sahih Collection that the
Messenger of Allah (%) said:
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“By the One in Whose Hand my soul is, there is
none of this Ummabh, be he Jewish or Christian, who
hears of me and then dies without believing in what
[ have been sent with except that he will be among
the people of Hellfire.”

The Messenger of Allah (¥) demonstrated
through his actions and words the falsity of the
religion of those who did not embrace Islam. He
fought against the Jews and the Christians, as he did
against other disbelievers, and took the Jizyah
(protection tax) from those who gave it to him
among them, so that they would not prevent the
message from reaching the rest of them, and so that
whoever wished among them could enter Islam
without fear of being hindered, prevented, or killed
by his people.

Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated that Abu
Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported: While we were in the mosque, the
Messenger of Allah (%) came out and said:
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“Let us go to the Jews.” So, we went out with him
until we reached Bayt al-Midras. The Prophet (¥)
stood there and called them, saying: “O assembly of
the Jews, embrace Islam and you will be safe.” They
said: “O Abu al-Qasim, you have conveyed the
message.” The Messenger of Allah (¥) then said:
“That is what [ want. Embrace Islam and you will be
safe.” They said: “O Abu al-Qasim, you have
conveyed the message.” He said: “That is what I
want.” Then, he repeated it for the third time...” to
the end of the Hadith.

The bottom line here is that he (%) went to the
religious people from among the Jews at their Bayt
al-Midras and invited them to Islam, saying to them:
“Embrace Islam and you will be safe,” and he
repeated it to them.

Similarly, he sent his letter to Heraclius, inviting
him to Islam, and informing him that if he refused,
he would bear the sin of those who refrained from
[slam due to his refusal. It is narrated in the Two
Sahih Collections of Al-Bukhari and Muslim that
Heraclius called for the Prophet's letter, and when
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he read it, it contained:
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“In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate,
the Most Merciful. From Muhammad, the
Messenger of Allah, to Heraclius, the ruler of the
Romans. Peace be upon him who follows the
guidance. To proceed: I invite you with the
invitation of Islam. Embrace Islam, and you will be
safe. Embrace Islam, and Allah will give you your

reward twice. But if you turn away, then upon you
will be the sins of the Arians.
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{O people of the Book, come to a common term
between us and you, that we worship none but
Allah and associate no partners with Him, and that
we do not take one another as lords besides Allah.
But if they turn away, say, 'Bear witness that we are
Muslims [submitting to Allah].'} [Surat Al ‘Imran:
64]”

When they turned away and refused to embrace
Islam, the Prophet (¥) and his Companions (may
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Allah be pleased with them) fought against them
and imposed the Jizyah (protection tax) upon them.

To affirm their misguidance and that they follow
a false religion after it was abrogated by the religion
of Muhammad (¥), Allah Almighty commands the
Muslims to ask Him every day, in every prayer, and
in every Rak‘ah to guide him to the correct and
accepted straight path, which is Islam. And to keep
him away from the path of those who have incurred
Allah's wrath, namely the Jews and their likes, who
know that they are upon falsehood and persist in it.
And to keep him away from the path of those who
are astray, who worship without knowledge,
claiming to be on the path of guidance while they
are on the path of misguidance. They are the
Christians and those similar to them from other
nations who worship in misguidance and
ignorance. All of this is to make Muslims know with
certainty that every religion other than Islam is
invalid and that whoever worships Allah in a way
other than Islam is misguided, and whoever does
not adopt this belief is not among the Muslims.
There are numerous evidences in this regard from
the Qur’an and the Sunnah.

It is incumbent upon the author—‘Abdul-
Fattah—to hasten to sincerely repent and write an
article declaring his repentance. Whoever turns to
Allah Almighty with true repentance, Allah will
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accept his repentance, as Allah Almighty says:
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{And turn to Allah in repentance all together, O

believers, so that you may be successful.} [Surat an-
Nir: 31] Allah Almighty also says:
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{And those who do not invoke besides Allah
another god, and who do not kill a soul whom Allah
has forbidden, except in the course of justice, and
who do not commit adultery, for whoever does any
of this will face the penalty,

the punishment will be doubled for him on the
Day of Resurrection, wherein he will remain
disgraced forever,

except those who repent and believe, and do
righteous deeds; for them Allah will change their
evil deeds into good deeds, for Allah is All-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.} [Surat al-Furgan: 68-70]
And the Prophet (¥) said:

“Islam abolishes whatever was before it, and
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repentance wipes out what preceded it.” The
Prophet (%) also said:
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“The one who repents from a sin is like the one
who is sinless.”

There are many verses and Hadiths in this
regard.

[ ask Allah Almighty to show us the truth as truth
and help us follow it, and to show us falsehood as
falsehood and help us avoid it, and to bestow upon
us and the writer ‘Abdul-Fattah and all Muslims
sincere repentance, and to protect us all from the
misleading trials and the obedience to the whims
and the Satan. Indeed, He is the Guardian of that and
Capable of it.

And may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, his Companions,
and those who follow them with righteousness
until the Day of Judgment.
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