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The Three Fundamental

Principles and Their Proofs
Shaykh Muhammad at-Tamimi (may Allah have
mercy upon him)

In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate,
the Most Merciful

You should know, may Allah have mercy upon
you, that we must learn four issues:

First: Knowledge, that is to know about Allah, His
Prophet, and the religion of Islam with the relevant
proofs.

Second: To act upon this knowledge.

Third: To call people to it.

Fourth: To be patient with the harm one receives
in the cause.

The evidence is His saying: Bismillahir-Rahman
ar-Rahim (In the Name of Allah, the Most
Compassionate, the Most Merciful).
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man is in utter loss,
except those who believe and do righteous
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deeds, and exhort one another to the truth and
exhort one another to patience.} [Surat al-‘Asr: 1-3]

Ash-Shafii (may Allah have mercy upon him)
said: “Were this surah to be the only argument that
Allah Almighty has sent down upon His creation, it
would have been sufficient for them.”

Al-Bukhari (may Allah have mercy upon him)
said: Chapter: "Knowledge comes before
statements and actions. The proof is the saying of
Allah Almighty: {So know [0 Muhammad] that
there is no deity except Allah, and ask forgiveness
for your sin...} [Muhammad: 19]. So He began with
knowledge before statements and actions.

Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that
every Muslim, male or female, must learn these
three issues and act upon them:

First: That Allah has created us and provided for
us. He did not neglect us, but instead, He sent for us
a messenger so that whoever obeys him will enter
Paradise and whoever disobeys him will enter the
Fire.

The proofis Allah Almighty's saying:
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{Indeed, We have sent to you a Messenger to be
a witness over you, just as We sent to Pharaoh a
messenger.




But Pharaoh disobeyed the messenger, so We
seized him with a severe punishment.} [Surat al-
Muzzammil: 15-16]

Second: Allah does not accept anyone to be
associated with Him in worship, be it a close angel
or a sent prophet. The proof is the saying of Allah
Almighty:
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{The mosques are for Allah alone, so do not
supplicate anyone along with Allah.} [Surat al-Jinn:
18]

Third: It is impermissible for anyone who obeys
the Messenger and believes in the oneness of Allah
to be an ally of those who oppose Allah and His
Messenger, even if they are the closest relatives.

The proofis Allah Almighty's saying:
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{You will not find any people who believe in
Allah and the Last Day taking as allies those who
oppose Allah and His Messenger, even if they were
their parents, their children, their brothers, or their
kindred. It is they in whose hearts Allah has
instilled faith and strengthened them with a spirit
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from Him. He will admit them to gardens under
which rivers flow, abiding therein forever. Allah is
pleased with them, and they are pleased with Allah.
They are the party of Allah. Indeed, it is the party of
Allah that will be successful.} [Surat al-Mujadalah:
22]

Know—may Allah guide you to His obedience—
that the Hanifiyyah, the religion of Ibrahim
(Abraham), is to worship Allah alone, sincerely
devoting the religion to Him. And with that, Allah
commanded all people and created them for it, as
He Almighty said:
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{I have not created the jinn and mankind except
to worship Me.} [Surat adh-Dhariyat: 56] The
meaning of “to worship Me” is: to single Me out with
worship.

Tawhid (Oneness of Allah) is the greatest
command from Allah to his slaves, and it means
singling Him out with worship.

Shirk (polytheism) is the gravest sin that Allah
has forbidden His slaves from, and it means calling
upon others along with Him.

The proofis Allah Almighty's saying:

B3 1S BN AT eh)
{Worship Allah and do not associate any
partners with Him...} [Surat an-Nisa’: 36]
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If someone asks you: What are the three
fundamental principles that every person must
know?

Say: One must know his Lord, his religion, and
his Prophet, Muhammad ().

The first fundamental principle

If you are asked: Who is your Lord?

You should say: My Lord is Allah, Who nourished
me and nourished all the worlds with His bounties.
He is my deity, and I worship none but Him. The
proof is the saying of Allah Almighty:
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{All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds.}
[Surat al-Fatihah: 2] Everything other than Allah is
a world, and I am one of that world.

If you are asked: How did you come to know your
Lord?

You should say: Through His signs and through
His creatures.

And from among His signs are: the night and the
day, and the sun and the moon.

And among His creatures are: the seven heavens
and all that is in them, the seven earths and all that
is in them, and all that exists between them.

The proofis Allah Almighty's saying:
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{Among His signs are the night and the day, the
sun and the moon. Do not prostrate to the sun or to
the moon, but prostrate to Allah Who created them,
if you truly worship Him} [Surat Fussilat: 37]

And the verse that reads:
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{Your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens
and earth in six days and then rose over [i.e,
istawa] the Throne. He makes the night and day
overlap in rapid succession. He made the sun, the
moon, and the stars — all subservient to His
command. Behold, His is the creation and the
command. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the worlds.}
[Surat al-A‘raf: 54]
The “Lord” means: the worshiped god. The proof
is Allah Almighty's saying:
i i o oy s ol e )
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{0 people, worship your Lord, Who created you
and those before you, so that you may become
righteous;

He Who made the earth a resting place for you,
and the sky a canopy; and sends down rain from the
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sky, and brings forth fruits thereby as a provision
for you. So do not set up rivals to Allah while you
know.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 21-22]

Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy upon him)
said: “The Creator of these things is the One Who
alone deserves to be worshiped.”

Types of worship that Allah has commanded are:
like Islam, Iman (faith), Thsan (excellence in
worship), Du‘a’ (supplication), Khawf (fear of
Allah), Raja’ (hope in Allah), Twakkul (reliance
upon Allah), Raghbah (aspiring to earn His
pleasure), Rahbah (awe of Him), Khushu'
(submission and humility), Khashyah
(apprehension), Inabah (turning to Him in
repentance), Isti‘anah (seeking His help), Isti‘adhah
(seeking refuge with Him), Istighathah (seeking
relief from Him), Dhabh (slaughtering), Nadhr
(making vows), and other acts of worship that Allah
has commanded should be offered exclusively to
Allah. The proof is the saying of Allah Almighty:
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{The mosques are for Allah alone, so do not
supplicate anyone along with Allah.} [Surat al-Jinn:
18]

Whoever dedicates any of such acts of worship
to other than Allah, then he is a polytheist and
disbeliever. The proof is the saying of Allah
Almighty:
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{Whoever invokes another god besides Allah,

for which he has no proof, his reckoning will be

with his Lord. Indeed, the disbelievers will never

succeed.} [Surat al-Mu’'mintn: 117]
The Hadith states:

153l e
“Supplication is the essence of worship.”
The proof is the saying of Allah Almighty:
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{Your Lord says, “Call upon Me; [ will respond to
you. Those who are too proud to worship Me will
enter Hell, utterly debased.”} [Surat Ghafir: 60]
The proof of Khawf (fear) is the saying of Allah
Almighty:
(o 28 0] 0,85 L HE 36
{Do not fear them, but fear Me, if you are [true]

believers.} [Surat Al ‘Imran: 175]
The proof of hope is the saying of Allah Almighty:
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{So whoever hopes for the meeting with his
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Lord, let him do righteous deeds and associate none
in the worship of his Lord.} [Surat al-Kahf: 110]

The proof of reliance upon Allah is the saying of
Allah Almighty:

§Gabn oS 0L BRE AT B3
{And put your trust in Allah, if you are

believers.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 23] And the verse that
reads:

{Whoever puts his trust in Allah, He is sufficient
for him.} [Surat at-Talaq: 3]

The proof of Raghbah (aspiration), Rahbah
(awe), and Khoshu‘ (submission and humility) is
the saying of Allah Almighty:

$omnzas 1,065 Bas5 085 16,0355 s T 3 6, 2 16 238
{They used to hasten in doing good deeds and

used to call upon Us with hope and fear, and they

were humble before Us.} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 90]

The proof of Khashyah (apprehension) is the
saying of Allah Almighty:
TIRTEEL FELER
{So do not fear them but fear Me.} [Surat al-
Ma’idah: 3]
The proof of Inabah (returning to Allah in
repentance) is the saying of Allah Almighty:
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{Turn to your Lord [in repentance] and submit
to Him...} [Surat az-Zumar: 54]
The proof of Isti‘anah (seeking help from Allah)
is the saying of Allah Almighty:

{You alone we worship, and You alone we ask
for help.} [Surat al-Fatihah: 5] The Hadith reads:

A LS ESEL )

“When you seek help, seek it from Allah.”
The proof of Isti‘adhah (seeking refuge with
Allah) is the saying of Allah Almighty:

(O3l 5 5,21 By
{Say, “l seek refuge with the Lord of the
daybreak,”} [Surat al-Falaq: 1], and
(O 2 5,21 By
{Say, “I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind,}
[Surat an-Nas: 1]
The proof of Istighathah (seeking relief from
Allah) is the saying of Allah Almighty:
{[Remember] when you were seeking the help

of your Lord and He responded to you...} [Surat al-
Anfal: 9]
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The proof of Dhabh (slaughtering) is the saying
of Allah Almighty:

4l 8 2N @5Rlall o b 35 6l s 33 &) BBy
{Say, “Indeed, my prayer, my sacrifice, my living
and my dying are all for Allah, Lord of the worlds.

He has no partner...} [Surat al-An‘am: 162-163]
The proof from the Sunnah:

S 8 75 5 B e
“Allah curses whoever slaughters a sacrifice to
anyone other than Allah.”

The proof of Nadhr (making vows) is the saying

of Allah Almighty:
iz J40h 58 Gy 6,8555 380 5580

{They fulfill their vows and fear a Day whose evil

will spread far and wide,} [Surat al-Insan: 7]
The second fundamental principle

Knowledge of the religion of Islam with
evidence: it is submitting to Allah by Tawhid
(monotheism), Compliance to Him by obedience,
and dissociating oneself from Shirk (polytheism)
and its people.

It has three levels: Islam, Iman, and Thsan.

And each level has pillars.

The pillars of Islam are five: The testimony of
faith (bearing witness that there is no god but Allah
and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah);
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establishing prayer; giving Zakah; fasting the
month of Ramadan; and performing Hajj to the
Sacred House of Allah.

The proof of the testimony of faith is the saying
of Allah Almighty:
Nyad ¥ Lzl 6 LT T £ 58 ¥ 2 T 4T T sy
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{Allah testifies that none has the right to be
worshiped except Him, as do the angels and people
of knowledge; He is the Upholder of justice. None
has the right to be worshiped except Him, the All-
Mighty, the All-Wise.} [Surat Al ‘Imran: 18]

It means: No one is truly worthy of worship but
Allah.

“No god” is a negation of all that is worshiped
other than Allah.

“except Allah," affirming that worship is due to
Allah alone.

Allah Almighty has no partner in His worship,
just as He has no partner in His dominion.

It is well explained and clarified by the saying of
Allah Almighty:
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{And [remember] when Abraham said to his
father and his people, “I disown all that you
worship,

except the One Who created me...} [Surat az-
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Zukhruf: 26-27] And the verse that reads:
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{Say, “O people of the Book, come to a common
term between us and you, that we worship none but
Allah and associate no partners with Him, and that
we do not take one another as lords besides Allah.”
But if they turn away, say, “Bear witness that we are
Muslims [submitting to Allah].”} [Surat Al ‘Imran:
64|
The proof of bearing witness that Muhammad is

the Messenger of Allah is the saying of Allah

Almighty:
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{There has come to you a Messenger from
among yourselves; he is grieved by your suffering,
and is concerned for you, and is gracious and
merciful towards the believers.} [Surat at-Tawbah:
128]

The meaning of testifying that “Muhammad is
the Messenger of Allah” is: to obey his orders,
believe what he reported, avoid what he forbade
and warned against, and worship Allah only in the
manner he instructed.
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The proof of prayer and Zakah and the
explanation of Tawhid are clear in the saying of
Allah Almighty:
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{Although they were commanded only to
worship Allah with sincere devotion to Him, being
inclined to the true faith, and to establish prayer
and give zakah; that is the true religion.} [Surat al-
Bayyinah: 5]
The proof of fasting is the saying of Allah
Almighty:
23 e il J o S Pl 2 e S sl gty
{0 you who believe, fasting is prescribed upon
you as it was prescribed upon those who were
before you, so that you may become righteous.}
[Surat al-Bagarah: 183]
The proof of performing Hajj is the saying of
Allah Almighty:
B 88 5 o35 St sl Pl o o2 o T B i)
{Pilgrimage to the House is a duty owed to Allah

upon all people who are able to make their way to
it; whoever disbelieves, then Allah is in no need for
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the worlds.} [Surat Al ‘Imran: 97]

The second level: Iman (Faith): it has over
seventy branches, the most excellent of which is the
declaration that there is no god but Allah, and the
lowest of which is the removal of what is harmful
from the path; and modesty is a branch of faith.

Its pillars are six: to believe in Allah, His angels,
His books, His messengers, the Last Day, and
destiny with the pleasant and unpleasant aspects
thereof.

The proof of these six pillars is the saying of Allah
Almighty:
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{It is not righteousness to turn your faces
towards the east or the west, but righteousness is
to believe in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the
Scriptures, and the prophets...} [Surat al-Bagarah:
177]

The proof of belief in Al-Qadar (destiny) is the
saying of Allah Almighty:
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{We have surely created everything in a
determined measure.} [Surat al-Qamar: 49]

The third level: hsan—one pillar—and that is to
worship Allah as if you see Him, for if you cannot
see Him, He indeed sees you.
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The proof is the saying of Allah Almighty:
(@352 b Gally LT 01 0 T )y
{Indeed, Allah is with those who fear Him and

those who do good.} [Surat an-Nahl: 128]
And the verse that reads:

{And put your trust in the All-Mighty, the Most
Mereciful,

Who sees you when you stand up [for prayer]

and your movements among those who

prostrate.} [Surat ash-Shu‘ara’: 217-219]
And the verse that reads:
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{Whatever matter you [0 Prophet] may be
engaged in, and whatever portion of the Qur’an you
may recite, and whatever deed you [O people] may
do, We are a Witness over you when you are
engaged in it..} [Surat Yunus: 61] until the end of
the verse.
The proof from the Sunnah is the famous Hadith

of Gabriel that is narrated on the authority of ‘Umar
ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him):
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While we were sitting with the Messenger of
Allah (£) one day, there appeared before us a man
dressed in extremely white clothes and having very
black hair. No traces of travel were visible on him,
and none of us knew him. He sat down in front of
the Prophet (¥8), rested his knees against his knees,
and placed his palms on his thighs. He said: "O
Muhammad!

SIS df,\
Tell me about Islam.
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The Messenger of Allah (¥) said: "Islam is to
testify that there is no god but Allah and that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, to establish
prayer, to pay Zakah, to fast Ramadan, and to
perform Hajj to the House if you can find a way
thereto." He said: "You have spoken the truth." It
surprised us that he asked him and, at the same
time, affirmed his truthfulness.

syl o dpu J6
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He said: "So, tell me about Iman."
SRR Ga5 s V1 R a5 S s dag el 503 51106
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He said: "To believe in Allah, His angels, His
books, His messengers, the Last Day, and to believe

in destiny, the pleasant and unpleasant aspects
thereof." He said: "You have spoken the truth."

SV 2 5606
He said: "Tell me about Ihsan (benevolence)."
He said: “To worship Allah as if you see Him; if
you do not see Him, He sees you.”
e o 3t 600
He said: "Tell me about the Last Hour."
U e el g Jhean a6
He said: "The one who is asked about it has no
more knowledge than the one who asked."
bl 52 3506
He said: "Then tell me about its signs."
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He said: “That the slave-girl will give birth to her
mistress, and that you will see the barefoot, naked,

19




poor shepherds of sheep competing in the
construction of buildings.”
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Then he departed, and I stayed for a while. Then
he said to me: "O ‘Umar, do you know who the
questioner was?" [ said: "Allah and His Messenger
know best." He said: "He was Jibril (Gabriel). He
came to teach you your religion."

The third fundamental principle

Knowing your Prophet, Muhammad (¥): He is
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib ibn
Hashim. Hashim was from the Quraysh, and
Quraysh are from the Arabs, and the Arabs are from
the offspring of Isma‘ll ibn Ibrahim (Ishmael, son of
Abraham), the intimate friend of Allah (peace be
upon him and upon our Prophet).

He lived for sixty-three years, forty of which
were before prophethood, and twenty-three as a
Prophet and Messenger.

His mission of prophethood started by revealing
the verse: {Read...} and he became a messenger by
revealing Surat al-Muddaththir, and his city is
Makkah.

Allah sent him to warn against polytheism and
call to Twahid. The proof is the saying of Allah
Almighty:
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{0 you covered [in your cloak],

arise and warn,

and proclaim the greatness of your Lord,

and purify your garments,

and shun idol worshiping,

and do not do a favor for a greater return,

and be patient for the sake of your Lord.} [Surat
al-Muddaththir: 1-7]

And the meaning of

Gl
{arise and warn,} He warns against Shirk
(polytheism) and calls to the oneness of Allah.

47w’ T - 5,,}\
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{and proclaim the greatness of your Lord,}
i.e,, Magnify Him by affirming His Oneness.

454185 o35y
{and purify your garments,}
i.e., purify your deeds from polytheism.

a0 32300y
{and shun idol worshiping,}
Rijz: idols. Abandoning them: leaving them and

disassociating from them and their worshipers.
He spent ten years calling to Tawhid, then he was
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taken on a journey to heaven, where the five
obligatory prayers were enjoined upon him. He
prayed in Makkah for a period of three years, then
he was commanded to migrate to Madinah.

Hijrah: moving from the land of polytheism to
the land of Islam.

Hijrah is an obligation upon this Ummah to
migrate from the land of polytheism to the land of
[slam, and this obligation remains effective until the
Hour comes.

The proof is the saying of Allah Almighty-
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{When the angels take the souls of those who
have wronged themselves, they will say, “What was
the matter with you?” They will say, “We were
oppressed in the land.” They will say, “Was not
Allah’s earth spacious enough for you to migrate?”
They are those whose refuge will be Hell — what a
terrible destination!

Except the helpless men, women, and children
who have no means nor do they know where to go.}
[Surat an-Nisa’: 97-98]

And the verse that reads:
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{O My believing slaves, My earth is spacious, so
worship Me alone.} [Surat al-‘Ankabiit: 56]

Al-Baghawi (may Allah have mercy upon him)
said: "This verse was revealed in connection with
the Muslims who stayed in Makkah and did not
migrate. Allah called them His believing slaves."

The proof from the Sunnah is the saying of the
Prophet (¥):
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“Hijrah (migration) does not cease until
repentance ceases, and repentance does not cease
until the sun rises from the west.”

After he had settled in Madinah, he was
commanded to observe the other ordinances of
Islam, like Zakah, fasting, Hajj, Adhan, Jihad,
enjoining what is good, and forbidding what is evil.
It took ten years to apply all these ordinances.

The Prophet (¥) passed away, but his religion
has remained. This is his religion: he has left no
aspect of good except that he guided the Ummah to
it and no aspect of evil except that he warned the
Ummah against it.

The good that he guided the Ummah to is Tawhid
and all that Allah loves and is pleased with.

The evil he warned the Ummah against is
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polytheism and all that Allah dislikes and
disapproves.

Allah sent him to all mankind, and made it
obligatory on mankind and the jinn to obey him.
The proof is the saying of Allah Almighty:

$laot 1) 81 3,25 3 el s By
{Say [O Prophet], “O people, I am the Messenger
of Allah to you all...} [Surat al-A‘raf: 158]

And Allah completed the religion through him;
and the proofis the saying of Allah Almighty:

) ez st aiile Gaddly i i el ity
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{Today I have perfected your religion for you,
completed My favor upon you, and have chosen
[slam as your religion.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 3]

The proof of his death is the saying of Allah
Almighty:
e kel gy i D o@0ke B & b

{You [O Prophet] will surely die, and they too
will die;

then on the Day of Resurrection, you will
dispute with one another before your Lord.} [Surat
az-Zumar: 30-31]

People will be resurrected after their death. The
proof is the saying of Allah Almighty:
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{From this [earth] We created you, and to it We

will return you, and from it We will raise you once
again.} [Surat Taha: 55] And the verse that reads:
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{Allah has produced you from the earth like a
plant,

then He will return you into it and then will
bring you out again.} [Surat Nuh: 17-18]

After resurrection, they will be called to account

and receive recompense according to their deeds.
The proof is the saying of Allah Almighty:

il adiamsile wislalian.)

{..so that He may recompense the evildoers for
what they did, and reward those who do good with
the best reward,} [Surat an-Najm: 31]

Denying the resurrection is disbelief. The proof
is the saying of Allah Almighty:
e 1 I R 555 B ol e 5 2855

{The disbelievers claim that they will never be
resurrected. Say, “Yes, by my Lord, you will surely

be resurrected, and then you will surely be
informed of what you did. And that is easy for
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Allah.”} [Surat at-Taghabun: 7]
Allah sent all the messengers as bearers of glad

tidings and as warners. The proof is the saying of
Allah Almighty:

{These messengers were sent as bearers of glad
tidings and as warners, so that the people may have
no excuse before Allah after [the coming of] the
messengers.} [Surat an-Nisa’: 165]

The first of these messengers was Nuh (Noah)
(peace be upon him).

And the last one of them is Muhammad (%), and
he is the seal of the prophets; there will be no
prophet after him. Allah Almighty says:
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{Muhammad is not the father of any of your
men, but he is the Messenger of Allah and the seal
of the prophets...} [Surat al-Ahzab: 40]

The proof that Noah was the first messenger is
the saying of Allah Almighty:
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{We have sent revelation to you [O Prophet] just
as We revealed to Noah and the prophets after
him...} [Surat an-Nisa”: 163]

Every nation to which Allah sent a messenger,
from the time of Noah (peace be upon him) to the
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time of Muhammad (%), was commanded by its
messenger to worship Allah alone and forbidden to
worship the Taghit (false gods). The proof is the
saying of Allah Almighty:

oo b1 s Ty T, 2087 o 025 281 ¥ 5 s 303

{Indeed, We sent to every community a
messenger, [saying], “Worship Allah and shun false
gods...”} [Surat an-Nahl: 36]

Allah has enjoined upon all people to disbelieve
in false gods and believe in Allah.

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him)
said: "Taghut means everything by which a slave
goes beyond limits, whether one who is
worshipped, or followed, or obeyed."

Taghuts are many, and the main ones among
them are five: Satan (may Allah curse him); the one
who is worshiped while he is content with it; the
one who calls others to worship him; the one who
claims knowledge of the unseen; and the one who
judges according to anything other than what Allah
has revealed.

The proof is the saying of Allah Almighty:
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{There is no compulsion in religion; the truth
has been made distinct from falsehood. Whoever
rejects Taghoot [i.e., false gods] and believes in
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Allah, has indeed grasped the strong handhold that
never breaks. And Allah is All-Hearing, All-
Knowing.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 256] This is the very
meaning of “There is no deity worthy of worship
but Allah”, and in the Hadith:
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“The essence of the matter is Islam, its pillar is
the prayer, and its highest peak is Jihad in the cause

of Allah.”
And Allah knows best.

.........
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